igneral Subjects Section
© ACADSMIC gERARmMENT

THE Iﬁ?&NTRY{SCBﬁQL
Fort Benping,;gsorgia

ADVANGED INFANTRY Q;a*ﬁ*@s COURSE
1947 - 1948

1HE OPSRATIONS OF THa 034 PARAC HUTS
CINPANTRY REGIMENT IN THZ ATTACK ON
CORREGIDOR 1SLAND, 16 FUBRUARY . 2 MARGH 1945
(LUZON cm&x&m)

(Perseﬁai experience of a Regimental Adjutant)

pe of operation described: FPARACHUTE REGIMENT
IN A VERTICAL ENVELOBMENT

Ms jor Lasher H. LeVine, Infantry
ADVANG 4D INEAN%RY GE‘LC&Rb=GL&bb NO. 1

USAIS LIBRAR
FT BENNIUIG GX
B -l



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Index_oﬂ.'.......O..'..0.'......0.!Il.l.l‘.....!."".

Bibliogﬁaphyitttl..'.'...O.‘OOOCDUOOOUCOOOOO.ID-.Ill )

introduo’bion.....Il‘.l........QOOOOOO..C.t.'.......

The General Situation..q..-l..."'.'...I....'.l‘.'.

Selection of the Method of As8aUull.cecceecernsasene

Phase Tl = Prepar&'bion.m....-....._...-...........-.,

Phase II - Plan of AS88Ulbecesscerescorsocrscancons
1. Eﬁemy SltuatioN.seeececrcnrasonccerasnisonnes
2, The Overall Plan of ASsSaUlt..ceevecrcorasoses
3. Aérial SUPPOT e aservocaracocosenssnnscssnsrone
be NaVal SUDPPOTDeecoerssssssncsssvssccossessssss
5. Asssult via Amphibioué FOrCe8sesseaosncssvans
6., Assault via Airborne FOTCEB e cennerarsassnans
Phase III - The ASSaUlbesssasscessosssssansecanensse
Phese IV - THE SELZUT@uersarersennnnnneaneecnnnnns
1. Western SBCLOT e eessresssssossncananssssnvtnnen
e EBSTOrN S6CHOTssecetecocassrsasarsnssosossrsas
3e MOD D« ¢ 6 vovosasorotosensessesacsssssssesesas
Analysis:and CritlcismMececeeceocanccnssecasncesannce
Lessons...............................;............
Mep A -:Philippine Islands: - General Situation

Map B perrain Study

Corregldor Island:

Plan of Assault

Map C - Corregidor Island:

Map D - Corregidor Island; - The Assault Qperations

Map E The Selzure Operations

Corregldor Island:

-1 -

PAGE

Wt N

10
14
22
22

.
20,
25
25

26
31
43
43
53
57
60

70



BIBLIOGRAPHY

A=l "Combat Notes", Number 8, June 1945 U.S. sixth Army
(T1S Library)

A=2 USAFFE Board Report Number 208, 16 Mey 1945 United
B States Army Forces ln the Far East {TIS Library)

A-3 Fleld Grder Number 9, 5034 Regimental Gombat Teem
(?rcht) (TIS Library) -

A=l airborme Standing cperatlng Frooedure, 824 Alrvorne
bivision (TIS)

A=5 Veult Flles, The Airborne School, File STC Opns - 1.2)2,
gubject: "Airbcrne Operatlions 1n SWPA, los Banos,
gorregidor®. (A/B Section, TIS)

A=6 Historical Repoxrt, Corregldor Island Operation, (Operation
Number 48}, HQ, 503d Regimental Combat Team, dated 6
March 19&5. {Possession of L% col John L. Erickson,
¥t Benning, Georgila}

A-7 Spaciel Text, nairborne Rifle Company®, TIS (Personal
 possession of author)

A-8 "Drop on Corregidorm, Major Thomas ¢. Hardmaen; "Alrforcen
Magazine, May 1945. (Personal possepblon of author)

A=9 Field order Number 9, 3d Battallon, 5034 Parachute
Infantry Regiment, (Perscnal possession of Lt Col
John L. Erickson, Ft Bpenning, Georgla)

A~10 Letter, Tile AG330.13A, HQ XI Corps, subject: "Services
' " of the 503d Paraschute Infentry RCT in the Lending and
Reduction of Corregldor Island", dated 9 March 1945.

A-1l1l Bianhial Report of General George C. Marshall, 1 July
- 1943 to 30 June 1945. {Personal possession of author)

A-12 USAFFE Board Repart No. 297, "Report on Miscellaneous
Observations of Destruction of Manila and Corregldorv,
HQ, USAFFE, dated 25 May 1945. (TIS Library)

A~l13 "Drop on Corregldor®, by Major Thomas C. Hardman. Coast
-~ Artillery Journal, July - August, 1945, (TIS Library)

A~1l4 "Retaking the Harbor Defenses of Manila and Subic Bays,"
Lt Perry Reed MoMahon., Coast Artillery Journel, July -
August, 1945, (TIS Library)

A-15 "Qorregidor Coordinationt, Lieuteaant volonegl E. M.
Postlethwait. Infantry Journal, July 1945. (TIS Library)

-2 -




A-16 "The Corregidor Operation" -- Lieutenant Colonsel Edward
L« Jenkins. C&GSSC Military Review, April, 1946,
(TI8 Livrary)

A~17 Parasgraph X, General (Qrders Number 53, War Department,
1945. {(AGO, TIS)



THE OPERATIONS OF THZ 50 d PARAC HUTE
INFANTREY REGIMENT IN : ATTACK ON
CORREGIDOR ISLAND, 14 FEBRUARY . 2 MARCH 1945
(LUZOR’GAMPAI&N}

" {Personal experience of a Reglmental Adjutant)

An objeocvive of this mbnngaph ls to show how the first
principle of war, mass, can he viclated sueceésfully degpite
heavy odds in favor of a well protected, well entrenched,
fenatical enemy. In short, thié study i= an account of the
parachute assault of the 5034 Parachute Infantry Regiment,
knowﬁ as the 5034 Regigﬁﬁtal Combat Team {Parachute) along
with 1ts attechments, on Correglidor lsland, Philippine Isian&s,
16 February to 2 March 19#5, during the Luzon Canpaign,

A second objective is to poimt out that when the primciple
of wer, masg, ls violated, compensation for the violation ocan
be obtained by a vigorous and aggressive exploitatlon of other
ﬁkgrineiples. For example, the principles of surprise, simplicity,
¢ and effenaive were amployeé with such telling effaot that the
lack of mass was hardly & consideratlon, In fact, the method
of transportation for one third of the Regiment to the target
ares wasferééred changed at the elaveﬁth hour, which’éhange
resulted ln an intenticnal delay of twenty-four hours, -
Too, an attempt will be made to show that the action on
Corregidor might well have been lsbeled "Operstion Cooperation”,
80 idaa1 was the cooperation between tﬁe Army, Navy, and Alr

Force,



THE GENERAL SITUATION

Prior to a dlscussion of the assault on corregidef, it
seems fitting to glve a brief account of the action whilch
praés@aa that which took place on Corregldor. As a result
of a decision reached ét the Qctagon Conference, 15 September
1944, The Sixth Army, X and XXIV Corps, under General Welter
Krueger landed 20 Qctober 13944 on the northeastern shores of
Leyte Tsland, Philippine Islands, {(see map A) fer}}he invasion
of that archipelago, which cbntained about 265f€§6ﬂen&my, AX1V
Corps ilmmedlatsly began pushing inland, while K'CGrps was making
an assault on the south coast of Samar (see map A) and a short
amphiblous move to séize ﬁhe north coast of Leyte, Bitter
fighting for the island of Leyte ensued, and all the more so
in that the enemy wes continuelly reinforeclng his troops st
the narthweaterg part of the island in the viclnity of Ormoc.
glthaﬁghfour Revy caused the ehemy to take heavy troop losses
- durlng his reinforcement operations, he was, nevertheless, able
to make sizeble gains in his troop stremgth. Added to this
handieap were viclent rain storms and deep %ea&ﬂi*msan**&v%p?)
mud, ﬁhiehﬁgiéuatinn requirad the use of hend-carry for all
'suppliesf However, by 1l December seven American divisions and
the separate 5034 Regimental Combat Team (Parachute} were firmly
located in the mud at Leyte. rive alrfields were in operation,
and the contiguous #atera were controlled by our Navy. The
77th Infantry Divieion, after teking off from the eastern side
of the island, made an emphiblous assault on the west coast on

7 bDecember, just south of the town of Ormoc., The hard and

-relentless drive to the east was on. Finally, on the night of
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21 December, the lest 500 exhausted, defeated enemy quit and
fled. Leyte was ours but we unwillingly shared tha alr over-
heed with the Kemikeze pilots. (1) ‘

The next goal in the American advance to recepture the
Philippines waé the ambitlious one of Luzon Island {see map A).
3owevar, the dlstance from Leyte, where we had our only alre
fields in the Philippines, tolLuzan was too great to expect
satisfactory fighter~plane cover, Congequently, the flat,
smooth plains of southwestern Mindoro Islandr(aae map A} in the
araa'of S&ﬁ Jose Beaeh, about 150 ailr milea from Manile (see
meap A) wére selected as the possible sites for filghter air-
strips. The 5034 Regimental(Cmeat Team {(Parachute) was
gselected to jump in thls ideal-for~-jumping area, but the air-
fislds at Leyte could not éupport such an operation., As a
resu;i E?egesfﬁult wad to be amphibious with two RCT'® ~-~ the
lgth and 5038, (2)

Both RCT'a assaulted the lsland of Mindoro on 15 December
1944 ageinst no opposition., Within e matter of a few hours
8 fightaf strip was under constructlon; ﬁithin twenty-four
hours American planes and PL boets were in operation agginst
southern Luzon, The two RCT's esteblished a strong perimeter
ground the town of San Jcée to prétect the construotion and
aperatioh of the airstrips, From the moment of landing until
the landing iIn Luzon itself, took all thelr attentlon, Japanese
planes‘bdmbed and strefed the alrstrips and other military
{1} 4A~1l, pesges 133-141; (2) Statement of Lt Col Johm I.
Erickson, formerly Commaending 0fficer, 34 Battallon, 5034
Parachute Infentry Regiment: Personel knowledge.
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installations elmost twenty-four hours dsily; but the con~
struction contipued, and our planes rapidly began to secure
alr superiority. (3)

Elements of the Japanese navy assaulted the instsllations
on Christmas night 1944, but our own planes drove téam off
Just ebout the time that the supply ér bombs beceme exhausted.
A8 each B-25 dumped ihs.l&stlxea& of bombs, it took off for
Leyte, ina&wﬁch a8 an smphibious and/or airborne asssult was
&xpeetaé t0o follow the naval shellling. The 511th Parachute
Inf&ntr? Regiment, then 1in Leyte, was alerted to drop at San
Jose and reinforce our forces thers, 1f the need srose., TFor-
tunately, the enemy d41d not follow up his bombardment with =
landing. At any rate, alrstrips had been constructed and - A
secured to assist in the lnvesion of Luzen Island., {4)

ﬁyfm&aas of a serles of feints and guerrilla diversions,
the snaﬁy on Imzon wes in a state of confusion as to when and
where tﬁe'iﬁvasion would come. Two corps of Sixth Army, I an&
'XI?,-h&% the beaches at Lingayen Gulf (see map A} on 9 Januery
'19#5; aﬁd by nightfall 68,000 troops had ﬁeveloyed.a beachhead
fifteen.milas wide and 6000 yards deep., By means of his decep~
tive méasurea, the confusing tactics of the guerrlllas, and the
activities of our Air Force, General MacArthur had succeaded in
the diveraion of every majer% haatilaziaambat organlization fr&%
the beachheed ares except one division and = mixed brigade.
The aﬁagy was in an impossible position, in that other than the
isa axcéptians, all his combat organizations were in motion and
were fo%caé into piecemeal commlitment. (5)
(3} Personal knowledge; (4) Personal knowledge; (5) A-11,
pages lik-145.
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ot 8ixth Army was quick to take advantage of the confusion

“f of the enemy, and the advance to manila was launched., Slight

. opposition only was encountered untll the troops approamched
Clerk ¥leld (see map A). At that point I Corps encountered
heé?y opposition from enemy strongly entrenched on the high
' ground. In order to keep the supply line from the north open,
I Gorps hé1d up where 1t was, (6} |
| Th§ AL Corpe, pasrt of Eighth Army, landed on 29 Jamuary
- on the %&st coast of Luzon near Sublc pay (see map A)., Opposi-
| tion was light, so that XI Corps pushed eastward and santhwa:ﬁ
to cut off the Rataan penlnsule where USAFFE forces threae years
earlier h&d mede such desperate stands sgalnst the Japanese,
(7
The 1lth}Airoorne pivision, assigned to Eighth Army, minus
- 1ts psrachute regiment, the 51llth Parachute Infantry xegiment,
made an unopposed emphibious landing on 31 January at Kasugbu,
gouth of Manila (see map 4)s The 511th Parachute infantry
Ragimenﬁ_on 3 February Jjumped on the high grouné dominating
the yavite area (see map a), while on that same night troops
of the lst Cavalry plvieion, mighth Army, reached the north-
gagtern portion of manila, ‘The situation in the c¢lty looked
bad for the aneny, especlally so in view of the pressure of
six%h‘&rmy troops frém the north, northwest, and south. (8)
It-1s at this polnt in the situation that the r#asén for
the a&a&ﬁ&t on Gorregldor Island [(see map &) becomes aéyarent‘
Withea@fﬁorfﬁgiésr"Xs&gné, the Port of manlile after its capture

could not be effectively utilized, as coastal guns on the islsnd

(6) A-11, p. 1455 (7) A-11, p. 1455 (8) A-1l, p. L45.
| | o |



could'hpmper our shipping. Too, Corregidor was believed to
harﬁor.§o§¢alled Tapanese suicide mQ boats; {9)

| .fhe situaﬁioﬁ, briefly, is that the time was early Feb~-
ruary 19b5, the city of Manile was about to fall, and the Island
of Corregldor had to be taken before the Port of Manila could
be ﬁtilized. All that remained was the decision relative to
the metiod of assault and the organization which would bhe
assignea the mission, A discussion of the principles and
'considerations involved in the employment of parachutists will
foilow'fo show the line of reasoning which might héve been

| used inithe gelection of the method of assault; all that re-
mained,ltherefore, was the assigmment of a specific organi-

zatlion,

"

(9) Personal knowledge.
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_ SELIGTION OF THE ME'IEOD OF ASSAULT

Gf primary importance in the ultim&ta decision as to
the feasibility, suitability, and acceptance of a parachuts
combat mission is the availability of drop zones and thelr
immediate surroundings. A discusslon, then, of the desirable
features of & Jump zone, as well as the actual features of
Correglidor at the time of subjeét parachute drop, is in order
at the sutset of this study in order to present what might
ha?e‘been the commander's estlimate of the situation, Jumping
from glgnaa whioch are flying at about 100 miles per hour, eech
paratrooper will land approximately forty to fifty yards from
any other individusl, (10) ana;ﬁ;ticks" form normally an
eleptical pattern on the ground, The interval between Jumpara\
is increased ss the altitude above the ground becomes greater,
in view of the drift of the parschutes as a result of wind
veloci{sy &ﬁé air currents, vA jump of regimental g ze when
placed on one DZ [Imop Zonq] is best executed if the three
{3) battalicns are dropped at intervals of sixzteen (16) seconds,
{This [QiéY will result in three (3) separate battalion con~
cantration aress totaling &pprox&mately five thousand (5000)
yarda bf twelve bundred (1200) yardst, (11}

Corregidor Island (sees map B) 1s less than two miles
squars, and presentsd buit three possivle drop zonss. One
zZone waé the emergency l&n&ing gtrip located on the tall of
the poinog;shapaé island, but this strip could be immediately

discarded, inasmuch as no advantage would be gained which could

(10) A<k, p. 63; (11} A=k, p. 63,

N - 10 -
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not be aécurad by an smphibious assault. The assaulting
force would have to gain the topmost part "Topside", initielly,
in order to prevent the enemy from having the advantage of
obaarvﬁtion down on the asssult force; which advantage the
snemy would haﬁa wers the strip used, inesmuch as the emergency
strip is_situated on the léwer, tail portion of the 1sland,.
The:obher two possibilities were the parade ground and
the golf course on “Téysi&o". Bowever, the parade ground was
250 by 150 yards, and the golf course was approximately 75
yards longer but the same width as the perade ground. "...the
two [ﬁaraﬁe ground and golf uoursg] combined provided the
smellest area into which an air drop of combat troops in any
number has yet been made," (12) As if the 5ize.of the con-
templated drop zones was not sufflclently discoursging, thé
actual céndition of the flelds presented a very short future
for the potentliel parschutists: spllntered trees surrounded
~ the small drop zones, as did tangled undergrowth and wrecked
‘bulldings; the areas themsslves were both pocked-marked with
hcmb:cratérs, and littereé with rocks, acfap iron, tin roofing,
and all sorts of debris which all together closely approximat;d
naturai asnd man-made, antl-parachute lnvasion obstacles. To
guarantee that there would be nothing favorable alout either
or'these'drop zones, both flelds are contiguous to precipitous
eiifrs 600 feot highf which drop off sbruptly to the boulder-
‘strewn beach. Too, the prevailling winda of 15 to 25 miles

per hour are seaward and unless the proper exit point was

(12) A-2, p. 2.
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chosen, parachutists would be carried to thelr deaths over
the edge of the c¢clliffs or, at best, dropped into the sea,.
brop casualtles alone were estimated Lo run a= high as 20
percent., (13)

Why, then, in view of all the disheartening features of
Gcrregidgr, should a parachute assault be considered feaslble?

For one reason*'the terrific toll that the Japanese had
had %o pay in lives lost in thelr amphibious assault in
early l?hz_on the ?efy same lsland was still well remembered.
Espeoclially 4id this factor take on an add&é‘aignificaﬁce when
it was realized that the enmemy had had almost three years of
concentrated effort during whieh to refortify the island against
attack from the dgea. Coupled with an amphibious attack was the
necesgity of meking an uphill attack, once the actual landing
hed been effected, { '

The estimated enemy streégth.waa 850 (14) ané, consequently,
expected jump casualties of an airborne attack would still not
reduce an assaull force composed of & parachute regimental
- combat team below an effective strength, especlelly in view of
the aﬁtiéiy&ted surprise which would be gained from a vertical
descent. All in all, casualties from an airborne assault would
possibly be less than en amphiblous assault. "It was correctly
asgumed that the Jap was adequately preparsd for the latter
[;mphibipué]aaaault but, in all probability, wnﬁld be caught
fla%-fo@ﬁﬁé by the former [%ar&ehate « All other factors

consldersd, the parachute descent was ascceptable and the decision

(13) A-2, p. 2; (14) A-3, Appendix A to Annex #1
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was maden, (15) In fact, later confirmatlon from both
a prisoner of war and a recovered Jép&hese dlary proved
that the Japanese commander of the island had actually been
warned of an approsching airborne attack. The commander had
mede an estimate of the situation and after s careful terrain
analysis, decided that e parachute attack was not feaslble,
Consequently, he made no preparations for one. Had he pre-
pered strong defenses ageinst such an attack, to include anti-
p&rach&te cbstacles as originally rumored to axist, this
perticular monograph might never have been written. (16)
-Thé‘disauasion Just presented indicates that despite
the fac#-that Corregidor ladked every desirable charscteristic
for s jump zone, vertical envelopment wes nevertheless declded
upon a8 ‘the type ¢of assault to be attempted, In fact, the
isléﬁd by 1ts very nature was considered lumune to a parachute
attack, and this consideration by the enemy und ubtedly assured
the success of the parachute attack ageinst tremendous odds,
(17)

; A-2, p. 23 (16) A—l, P. 8; personal knowledge;

15
17) A-1, p. 8; personal krowledge,
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PHASE I - PREPARATION .

A8 has already besen stétea in the "General Situationr,
the 1lth Alrborne Divislon on 31 Jenuary 1945, made an
amphibious landing at ﬁa&ugbu south of Menila {see map A).

On 3 February the 511lth Parachute Infaniry of the Division
'jumped on the high ridge domlnating the Cavite areé {see map A).
| %c‘assiaﬁ thege units in thelr attack on Manila, the 503d
Parachute Infantry Regiment was alerted for the probable
miggion of jumping on Nichols Field (see map A). (18) At the.
time this alert was given, the 5034 Parachute Tufantry, a
separate regiment, was located in San Jose, Mindoro, Phillppine
Ial&nﬁs-(seﬁ map A). The organizatlon was the principal and
infantry element of the already-femous 503d Regimental Combat

| Team {Parachute), which in adaitién.ta the Infantry included
the 4624 Parachute Field Artillery Battalion and Company G,
16lst Airbérne Enginesr Bettallon {later redesignated l6lst
Alrborne Engineer Company). (19)

On 31 January 1945, the RCT had concluded the Mindoro -
Island phase of the Western Visayan Campaign. Although the
phasa sxtended offlclally over s forty~five day pericd and
included an smphlibious assault (wlthout too much prior tralning
thersfcﬁ),~tha opsration congisted mainly, as has bsen previously
stated, of establishing and maintsining an extended perimeter
around the town, as well as ébaorbing deily ensmy air attacks
and & surprise ememy naval shelling. The operation had not been

costly in men (only four KIA) or materiel, but, neverthelsss,

(18) 4A-5, p. 5; personal knowledge; (19} Personal knowledge.
| - 14 -



equipmaﬁt had to be ochecked and replacsd, lnasmuch as the

alert was for a contemplated parachute drop, whloh would in
additioh to other details require the fabricatlion of cargoe
containers designed by one of Assistant Parachute Maintenance
Officers of the Regiment. Too, detailed planning for the
airlift and resupply had to be‘initlated, a8 well as the
ﬁameraag etheﬁ prayar&tieaa which, of nscessity, are assoclated
with any eémbat mission. Howsver, no one in the 5034 Parachute
Infentry was the slightest bit surprised when two days later,
._S,Fé§r§sry 1945, with the target date of 8 February, the alert
was aanéalle&: the Regiment had been on and off an alert status
-many times prior to this one. (R0)

@hé next day, 6 February, found ithe Regiment agaln slerted,
but th@;ﬁigna of the time appeared to indicete that "ihls 1is
it", in that a few days earlier a topogrephic relief model of
Corregldor, ?hilippine Islands, hed arrived. (21} Corregidor
was to be the target this time. (22) Needless to relate, the
.planning and prepsrations continusd on the basis of the new
mission, with the target date set for 14 February 1945.

o 9&% of the most serious problems at this time was the
shért&gé of equipment aéntaigers and the lack of time to pack
personnel parachutes, Therse waszsuffieieﬁt%;abbiﬁg avallable,
thanks to the excellent cooperation of the Alr Force, and,
: csnasg&émﬁly, the Parachute Malntenance Platoon began operations
- ona ﬁwénﬁy-ﬁbar-hbﬁr basis to fabrlicate slings aﬁﬁ containers
(20} ?éraan&l kirowledge; (21} Statement of Technical Ser-
geant Thomas G. Mitchell formerly Intelligence Sergeant, HQ,
5034 Parachute Infantry Regiment; (22} Personal knowledge.
o - 15 - | |



of a type designed by members of the platoon., This type con-
tainer, called AAH, was suitsble for dropping much of the
squipment, but, in additlion, considerﬁble Improvisation had
to be effectéd. {The Parachute Maintenance Platoon had just
recently completed its move from Leyte to Mindoro and wes in -
the proéesa of gsetting up its equipment st the time the alert
was resaived. As & consegquence of the lack of shelter and
ship-unloading faclilitlies at the locatlion of the Regiment at
‘Leyte, tha weather, mud, and aselt water had taken a heavy toll
of parachute supplies and equipment). There %sra, however,
sufflcient cargo canoples. Nevertheless, the problem was
aggraveted by the fact that perachutes and conteiners used for
sarial resupply aeulé have to be considered totally lost durling
the operation. (23) |

The second half of the problem relative to parachute
maintenance and supply, that is, the lack of time during which
paraaﬁnéi parachutes could be packed, was solved 1n part by
the a&sﬁgxaﬁien of the 1lth Airborne Division. {A8 has been
stated, ﬁha 5034 Parachute Infantry was é separate ragimént,
&n-ﬁrganic part of no division). However, the 1llth Airbvorae |
Division gave the Regliment 1500 packed, personnel parachutes,
{24) The remﬁinaer of the required number o% personnel pars-
ohutes plus the usual 10% allowance for faulty packcovers,
wébﬁi#g;?ané similar deficiencies wes packed by the Regiment's
awa:ﬁaiﬁteﬁaﬂee ?Iatoaa, which was wcrkiﬁg on avtwanty-fcur-
{23) aﬁétement of Captain Elden ¢, Campbell, formerly Parachute

Maintenance 0fficer, and Commanding Offlcer, Rear Base, 503d
Parachute infantry Regiment; (24} Statement of Captain Elden G,

Canpbell, formerly Paraschute Maintsnance Qfficer, and Commanding
0fficer, Rear Base, 5034 Parachute Infantry Regiment.
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hour basis. long-range planning proved 1ts worth at this

time in that the ﬁany hours previously spent by the platoon
on the fabrication of "homes-made' carrying pouches of all

types resulted in a sufficilent supply of this type equipment,

Supply plans included a detell of three officers end
fifey mén who were to briﬁggga D minus a;sup§lies and eguip=-
.manﬁ téitﬁa airstrip in the Subic Bay aren. (See map A).
These supplies and equipment consisted of the squad kit bags,
one unit of fire of 75-mm emmunition, flame-throwers, and
communication equipment; from sabié Bay the detall was to
‘transport these items via water on D plus 2. The squed kit
bags, aétually Alr Corps parachute bags carefully labeled for
rapld iéentification; contained for each man in the squed &
blanket, one pair of jump boots, one set of coveralls, fatigue
. cap, twé paira of socks, and one pair of drawers, (25).
- Initlel reaupply, that 1s, resupply after the Jumpers

had &roéyeé with thelr accompanyling bﬁﬁ&ias, waé to be by alr.
Twelve é—#?*s were allotted for this purpose and were to begin
discharging thelr loads after the completion of the third 1ift,
the sah&duia& drop of the ¥irst Battaiian {(Reinf}. (See Phase
II-Plan of Assault). These twelve G-47 planes wera.to.centiﬁua
daily aérial resupply until such time as the situation permitted
the use of water transportatién. AS was customary in all opsra-
tions §#rti¢ipateé‘ia by the 503d Parschute Infantry, direct
radio communication with the Rear Base would be established
as ear;& a8 possidle. .By means of thls communication, the Remr

Base would be kept. comnstantly advised of the unexpected needs

(25} ﬁ%é, Supply Aunnex, p. Eg
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ofﬁhha organlzation and would include the reguested supplles
along with those which were to be dropped dally on an "automatic
basis. (26)
On 4 Pebruary 1945, Jjust s few days prior to the alert
for the operation on Correglidor, about 250 replacements had
arrived from the Zone of the Interior, This personnel had to
be intégrated into the units, indoocirinated, and prepared for
the pending operation within a relatively short time, Informal |
range fﬁriﬁg and small unit problems were initisted, With the
aﬁri?&l of these replagaments, the Regiment was Just about up
to T/0 strength, and it is at this point that a comment relative
to the strength o: an airborne infantry unlt at the time of the
operation {February 1945) is in order, in that such a uanit
differsd so radically frcm conventional, infantry umits., (27)
The T/0 atrengﬁh of & parachute rifle company was elght
- officers and 119 enlisted men; each rifle platoon had a platoon
leader and an agsistant platoon leader, The organizatlion of
the riria company was an organization of three rifla_plﬁtoons
of tha two rifle squads and one 60-mm mortar aquad in each
plﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ;. However, experience had indicated that the rifle
<eampan§ organization, a8 included in the then-current War
‘ Bepartméét /0, was inferior to the provisionsl one which
uti&izeé three rifle plabtoons of three rifle squeds sach and
a fourth platoon of the three 60-mm mortars. The Reglment was
organized on that latter basis and had been for fifteen months
prior to the operation. (28} There was no heavy weapons company;
(26) A;5, pe 6 Statement of Captaln Blden ¢. Campbell; personal
knowledge; (27) Personal knowledge; (28) A«b, p. 7; statemnt
of Lt Col John N. Davis, Executive Officer and later Commanding

officer, 1lst Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry Regiment; state-
ment of Lt Col John L. Erickson.



the 8l-mm morters {four) were assigned to Battalion Head~-
quartera and Headguarters Gampany, as were the twelve light
machine guns -~ there were no heavy machine guna suthorized
for use by the parachute infantry, In ad@iti&n,}there wes
no cannon company nor was there an antl-tank company; 1in
fact, the only anti-tank wespons in the Regiment were the
2.36-1n0h rocket launchers, (29}

There was one part of the preparation phase which asctually
took place, unwittingly and unintentionally for this operation,
durlng the yraparatioa phase of the preceding operation -= the
amphibioua agsault on Mindoro Island (see map A), 15 Decenmber
1944, At that time when the decisién to employ the RCT i1n an
ampﬁibious rather than s parachute role had been mede, the First
-Battalion was given treining in the use of assault boats. As
will befpaintad out in Phese III, thls prior training proved
extremeiy valuable, unexpectedly. (30)

To return to the preparation phase for the operations on
Corregldor Island, the topographic relief model waes set up
in a pyiamidal tent and kept under comstant guard. FBriefings
werse givgn with the ald of this model and were supplemented
by the personal observatlons of peraonﬁél {two officers and
Tour enlisted men) who had previously been on Corregidor and
wére, tharafore, datalled by higher heasdquarters to work wilth
the Reziment. Beginning on 12 February these briefings were
auppi&mehtad by actual flights of all key personnel, especially

Jumpnmasters, over the drop zones., These flights were mede in

(29) Personal knowledge; (30) FPersonal knowledge.
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the bomﬁars which were engaged 1n the Alr Worce phase 5r the
ass&ult‘(see Phasé III) and proved of inestimeble value in
the analysis of the terraln. Too, a very prevaleal rumor

at this iime was the report that the ensamy had erected sharp
poles and othar anti-parachute ohstacles on the proposed drop
zones, ﬁaich wars already inadvertently prepared by nature
and bomblings taVresist perachutists, Very closse scrutiny of
the drop zones from the bombers, which "buzzed® the lsland
intentionally low, proved the fallaciousness ¢of the rumor,
but did confirm the intelligence relative to the hazardous
conditions to be sxpected. (31)

Inasmuch es the RCT area on Mindoro Island was loocated
close to the depsrture alrflelds, it was not necessary to move
to a so-called marshalling area -- a term uncommon to the
yersoaaei of the RCT. Colonel John Lackey, Commanding Offlcer
of the 317th Troop Carrier Group, which had transported the
Regiment'on other wmissions, was a frequent visitor and, con-
saqueatl?, extremely close liaison withw%halAir Force was
effeeted; (32} |

Although no wire fence was erected around .the camp site
(a‘praétice not uﬁaﬁ by the Regiment) as a prevention of lesaks
in seaurity {33), adequate seéurity precautions were maintained,
On the afternoon of 15 ?abruary, the day before the jump, the
RGT'Commgnder, Colonel Géargem. Jones held a formetion of the -
(31) Statement of Lt Col John L. Erickson; statement of Techanlcal
Sergeant Thomas G. Mltchell; personsl knowledge; (32) Perscnal
knowledge; (33) 4A-7, D. 3.
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entire command {less the Third Battallon, 34th Infantry Reglment,
Whish!waulé not become part of the RCT until that unit had
arrived on Corrsgidor) and briefly explained the operation,
wished all "good luck™, and had the Adjutant ennounce that

all personnel was restricted to the cemp. Thet evening
‘captursd Japanese films of the eﬁeéy*s attack on Corregldor

in early 1942 were shown. (34) The rﬁggsdnsas of the terrain
was agaln amphasizad". |

%h§ 5034 Regimental Combat Team {Parachute) was ready

to0 retake orregidor.

(34)  Personel knowledge. |
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PHASE II - PLAN OF ASSAULT
1. ENBEMY SITUATION

- A study of the information known about the enemy,
as presented in the IRtelligence Annex to Field Order No. 9,
5034 Parachute Infantry, dated 13 February 1945, shows that
there was little known axcapﬁ an estimated strength of 850,

{The reader is requested to remember this figure)., In fact,

g;higher hsadquartars had intended to utilize one reinforced
?paraehupa battallon (35}, but the Commanding Officer of the

Regiment succeeded in heving the entire RCT committed to the
operation; later developments more than substantiated the
commander's reasoning.

As for enemy squipment there were seven statlonary
pPre-war guna reputedly rapaired and 1n wcrkiﬁg condition: two
12«1neh, two 10-imch, two 6-inch, snd one 3-inch; in addition,
there were two 3-inch moblle AA guns, two 37-mm split trail

guns, §1us six Japanese 75-mm guns. Guerrills reports

indicated that the i1sland was well stocked with food and
apmunition. Ships in the area tended to confirm these reports.

© The water around the island waé mined considerably.
Too, there were reports of land mines, as well.

~ In general, however, despite natural expectations,
photo in%ergratétisn intellligence indicatéd that little
attempt had been made during the Japanese ococupation to Improvs
the island or repair the damsge done during the 1942 assault.
There Wepe_tunuel entrances, though, which suggested under-

ground instelletions as well as Ffortified positions and small

(35) Statement of Lt Col John L. Erickson
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weapons pits,

Enemy capabilitlies included artillery fire from
_Fért Hughes {Ceballo Island), Cavite, Fort Drum, or the South
Bataén coast (see map A) from any batteries which had not
been destroyed by our Alr Force or Navy. The enemy could
concéntrate forces on COrregidor.prior to D-day, 1f he were
" warned of or suspected a landing on the island. In addition,
the reported artillery battalion on Corregidor could bring
fire to bear on our troops. (36)

- It will be recalled that a rumor relative to the
presenca'of anti-parachute cbstacles had been proved fallaclous
by observers in low-level bombing flights., The inference,
therefore, was that enemy capebilities did not inelude defenses

prepared especially for a parachute assault. (37)

2. THE OVERALL PLAN OF ASSAULT o .

The capture of Corregldor wes paert of an operation
assigned to XI Corps, the.operation to secure the entrance to
Manila Bay (see map A}, as discusséd in the section entitled,
nGeneral Situationr. On D-day (15 February 19&5) elements of
ths.BSth'Infantry-Division were to make an esmphiblous assault
in the Mgriveles Bay area of southern Batean {see map A),
seize and secure the beachhead at that point, and then on D
plus 1 ﬁere to move the 3d Battalion {reinforced), 34th Infantry
Regiment'from the Marlveles Bay area to land via assault boats

on San Jose Beach, Corregidor, (see map B) at 1030 hours.

(36) A-3, Appendix A to Annex #1; (37) Personal knowledge.
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on D plus 1, the 5034 Reglmental Combat Teesm (Parachute)
was to drop via parachute on Corregidor at 0830 hours. (38)

3+ AERIAL SUPPORT

0n 23 January 1945, shortly after noon, the Pifth
. pomber Géﬁmand, using B-2k Liberators with 500-pound bombs,
was to begln a dally pounding of the 1szgn§; The bombing was
to continue until the landing of the reinforced 3d Battalion,
34th Infantry Regiment. From 0745 to 0800 hours on D plus 1,
- one group of heavy bombers, each cerrying 266~péuﬁd frag-
mentation bombs, wes to round out the finsl pounding of the
islsnd., At 0800 hours, one group of A-20's was Lo bomb the
island and that of the adjacent Caballo Island (see mep A)
with 250-pound para-~demo bombs, as well as conbinue with the
strafiﬁg;

After 0830 hours (H~hour for the inltial drop)

bombing was to be confined to ereas es indicated on map C,
but from 0830 to 0930 hours two groups of A-20's were to
‘have the;missioﬁ of covering the unrestiricted areas. At
0930 hours the parachutists of the first 1ift would bs on the
ground end from that time air 3up§ort would bs limited to
three squadrons of A-20's on air alert. One of these squadrons
was standing by on call in oxrder to fly smoke missions, while
the other two were prepared to support the second air drop

of troo;é at 1230 hours., ({39)

(38) A-2, paragreph 1 b; (39) A~1l, p. 2; A-8, pages 9 - 10.
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4. NAVAL SUPPORT |

"Navel units of the Seventh Fleet were first to
conduct mlne-sweeplng and bombardmeni operatlions 1nhfhe»area
through which the amphiblous elements were to pass enroute |
from southern Batesn to Corregidor. (The 34 Battalion,
34th iﬁfantry, was to accompany the force to Marivales Bay
on D-day sSo a8 to be in a more favorabls position for the
amﬁhibicua asgault on D pias 1). PT boats had previously
assisﬁedfin gpotting the location of gun smplacemenis by
gncireling corregldor in order to draw fire intsntionslly.
{40} Naval gunfire was set up to flre heavy cenqag;rationa
on D plus ) In the unrestricted aress in close:supﬁgrt of
the amphiblous phase of the assault at 1030 hours. In
addition to the "on ¢sall" fire missions in general support
which were to be requested viJ{KASGO personnal who were to
Jump with the sirborne units, the navsl units were to furnish
night iilumination on call., ‘Star shells were to be used along
with 1lluminating worter shells. (41) PT boats were to skirt
the 1sland during the parachute drop in order to pick up pa%a~
chutists who dropped over the oliffs into the sea. (42)

5. ASSAULT VIA AMPHIBIOUS FORCES

- A8 ha® been previously mentioned in the overall plsa
of asaaait, the 3d Battallon, 34th Infantry Reglment was to
make an smphlblous assauit‘at Sen Jose Beach, Corregldor at
1030 hours on D plus 1. The unit wes to pass to the control of
{40) 8Statement of Technical Sergeant Thomas G. Mitsheli;
{41) A~l, p. 2; A-2, p. 8; (42} Personnl knowledge.
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the Commanding O0fficer, 503d ﬁGT {Parachute) on landing on
the island. ({43} The dusl mission of that Battelion was
first‘té secure the beachhead at San Jose, and rapldly
‘selze and securs Malinta Hill area (see map C) as its initial
6b3ect1ve;-the gecond part reguired the Battalion to effect
gontact with the 3d Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry, to
the west, {(4L)

6. ASSAULT VIA AIRBORNE FORCES

.The parachute elements were to enplane at mindoro

Islend (8ee map A} in three 1lifts: 0700 hours 16 February,
1045 hours 16 Februsry, and 0700 hours 17 February, respectively.
There would be fifty-one u-47 planes in both thse first and
gsecond 1ifts, and forty-three planes in the third lift. A
fourth 11ft of twelve C-47's would follow the third 1ift and
drop ths initial resupply Hundles. {(45) In view of the
extrsﬁely small drop zones, strong winds, proximity of droyp
zones. to the edge of the 400-foot ¢liffs, and the nature of
the terrain aggravateé by man-made rubble ﬁnﬁ debris, a minimum
of two or three passes was to be made by each plane. nNO more
than eight ﬁen.wera to be dropped abt each pass. *If one adds
the imponderables of gusts, fishtalling, sharp diminution of
wind veleoclty, and thé nature of the terrain to the human errors,
the margin of safety was nil and the h&zardoué neture of the drop
iarfully.&pparent". (46) The planes were to £ly in two columns
or*singls planes; one column over each of the two drop zones.

' A=3, paragreph 3 f;

{43) 4-3, paregraph 1 b (7); (L)
(1}6} ,A‘""z, ]): 1{-&

(1?'5 A""’B’ Annex 5; A"zs De 34';
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The misnamed parade ground was to be Field "A* and the so-
called gélf course was to be Fleld "B" (see map C). ({L7)
It is suﬁerflucus to state that coordination between pilots
and jumpmesters and the selection of an appropriate "go polnt™
had to be perfect, A -control plane would raméin aloft during
the jﬁmping and by means of voice radio supervige the actual
Jump: necessary corrective action to be taken by each succeeding
: plens wonid be radiced to the planes., (48)

he first 1ift was to be composed of the 3d Bettalion,
503d parechute Infantry, reinforced by the attachment of
Battery "A" and one platoon Battery "D, 462d Parachute Field
Artillery Battallon, and the 3d Platoon, Company "G", 161st
Alrborne Kngineer Battalion, The mission of the 34 Battalion
with &ta~at§aehments wae to drop on Flelds "A" end "B" on D
plué i at 0830 hours and secure the drop zones, The 2& Battalion
was to relleve the 3@ Battalion immediately upon the completion
of the drop of tha'formar, at which time the 34 ﬁaﬁtalion‘was‘
to'aévanee,and selze the high ground approximately 600 yards
northeast of the hospital site and the commanding ground approxie-
mately-icoe.yards east of the hospital site (see map C). During
the smphiblous landing of the 3d Battalion, 34th Infantry,
the 3d Battelion, 503d Parachute Infantry, was to support that
assault by fire and effect contact with that Battelion, once
the landlng hed been accom@lished; '{49)

- The 2d Battalion, 503d Parschute Infantry, with
Batt&r& "B and one platoon of Battery "D", L4624 Parachute
Field A?tilisry Battallion, asttached, comprised the second lift.

(&7) ?éraon&l knowledge; (48) Personal knowledge; (49} A-3,
paragraph 3a, ,



This 1ift was to drop on Fields "A"™ and "B" on D plus 1, &s
was the case with the firgt 1ift, but the time ol drop for
fhe 2d pattallon and 1ts attachments was 1215 hours, The
misgion of this 1lift was to relieve the 34 Battallon, 5034
parachute Infantry, lmmediately from the defense of the drop
arsa, The 24 Battallon was then Lo exploit the terrain to
the nsrﬁh and west of the drop areas (see map ¢) and destroy
all enemy encountered. (50) |
| t The third and last personnel 1ift was to be composed
of the lsf Bettalion, 5034 Parachute Infantry, with Battery
"C* and one platoon of Battery "Dw, 4624 Parachute Field
Artillery Battelioen, attached, This 1lift was llkewise to
drop on both fields, but at 0830 hours on D plus 2 {17 February
1945). This Battallon wes to be RCT reserve, but, in addition,
was to be prepared on sréervto exploit thé terraln south of
the ﬁreg ersa (see mep ¢) and %o éa&tﬁey all enemy encountered,
(51) | |

_ Kéadg&artars and Headquarters Company, 5034 Parachute
Iﬁfagﬁry;.was glven the miséion to drop on both flelds on D
plus 1, in conjunction with both the 3d and 24 Battalions.
This personnel was then to perform the normal duties of
administration and communication. The Demolition Sectlions of
the Compeny would, however, drop with thelr respective battalions,
but would revert to the control of Regiment after their initisl
landinga"(EZ) Service Company was to drop on D plus 1 at
1215 hours on Fleld "B" in conjunction with the se nd 1iTs.
(50) A4~3, paragraph 3b; (51) A-3, paregraph 3c; (52} A4-3,

paragraph 3g; statement of Lt Col John L. Erickson; perscnal
knowledge. '
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_This personnel was then to perform its normal functions of
supply, administration, and evacuation. (53)

| The Resr Base would contaih a minimum number of
personﬁel to support the operation and would be commanded
by the Platcon Leader of the Parachute Malntenance Platoon,
The Regimenﬁal Personnel Section, the bulk of the Parachute
Maintenance Platoon, the Regimental Motor Section, and elements
of the Reglmentdl 8-4 office composed the Rear Base, along
with a representative from each company to look after personal
and comﬁany property. The total would be about sixty men
and officers, Tt 1s to be poihted out that the complete
Regimenfal Staff personnel (minus the few S-i4 personnel)} were
to jump; all the staff officers and some of the enlisted men
would be among the first few to jump with the first 1ift, end
the remainder would jump with the second 1lift. (54) |

Although not exactliy wi thin thé scope of this mono-

‘graph, the missions and activities of the closely supporting
jfield artillery and englneer units are so inextricably éssociated
with those of the 503d Parachute Infantry that.they will be |
considered too. The 4624 Parachute risld Artillery Battalion
was to éttaéh batteries and platoons, aé previously indicated
in thiaiphasé, and support the r63pactive battalions by flre
as directed by the Infantry Battalion Commander. (55) Company
", (léss one jlatoon), 1618t Airborne Engineer Battalion,
was to drop on Field "B" on D plus 1 in conjunction with the

drop of the first 11ft. The company would, after assembly,
" be prepared to erect road blocks and destroy snemy fortified

(53) A-3, paragraph 3h; (54) Personal knowledge; (55) A-3,
peragraph 3d. /
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 installations by demolitions, in accordance with orders from
the Commanding O0fficer, 5034 Parachute Infantry Regiment,
Inasmuch a8 the sxect nabure of the obstacles to be encountered
could not be predicted, the Englineer Company was to be praﬁared
further to attach one platoon each t0 the 24 and lst Battallons,
503d Parachute Infantry Reglment, upon their landing. (56)

-0f necesaity, plans for the ground action had to be
very simple and flexibls. The reason is fairly obvious, The
action would depend upon th@ enemy strength, equipment, dis-
posltions, organlzation, and movements---and very little
informetion, if any, was known about any of these matters,
Consequently, the mission.af the Regiment might well be stated
merely "to seize Corregldor and destroy the enemy forces®,

(57)

The reader 1s reminded that D'plus 1 would bs 16
February 1945 and would bs the first day of the assaults
{both parachute and smphibious) on Correglidor. D-day was to
be 15 Februsry 1945, but the assault on that day was to take
place in Mariveles Bay, Bataan Penlnsula, as explalined in

the over=-all plan of asssult.

{56) -A*B,'parasraﬁh Je; {57) 4a-2, p. 5; personal knowledge.
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PHASE 11T - THE ASSAULT

In mccordance with previous plans, the Alr Force phase
of the assault began on 23 January 1945 and during the next
twenty~five days Coiregldor was presented with 3,128 tons
of bombs. [(58) The naval bombardment, too, went according
to sqhedﬁla, but all bomﬁing ceased at 0830 hours, 16-Fahruary
1945, on "Topsiden. Preceded by the two groups of strafing
A-20's, the first 1ift, which had enplaned at 0700 hours
~end taken off at 0715 hours from Mindoro Island (ses map A),
began to drop its humen cargo at 0833 hours. (59)

The planes were flying at an altitude of 600 feet from
the southweat and in a flight pattern of two columns of slngle
planes in trall, The leading plane contmlned the Commending
- officer of the 503d Regimental Combst Tesm (Prcht), Colonel
George M., Jones, who controlled the actusl Jumping from the
plane in which he was flying, as it hovered above the drop
areas, 7uentrcl was effected by means of voice radio communi-
catlon in the clear with the troop carrieﬁs; the control plane
was to make all necesgary corrections in the flight plan and/or
to mdjust the jumpmaster count based on actual observations
of the jumpers as they landed. (60)
| A distinet, so=-called "go point" (s definite, unmistakeable
terrain feature on or contiguoug to & drop zone and which 1s
used by jumpmasters as a reference point from which the probable
akteat of Grift is estimated) had been selected for each of |
the two drop zones, Original plans required the jumpmaster
(58) A-8, p#éies 9-10; a-1l,p. 2; (59) A~5, p. 73 a-1,p. 2;
personal knowledge; (60) Personsl knowledge
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to count three seconds from the vgo polntr and then allow
the eight-man stick to Jmﬁp. However, Colonel Jones in the
hovering control plene saw that some jumpers were being
carried to the ¢liff as a result of the 15«20 miles-an~hour
wind Wiﬁh occaslonal gusts of 25 milssw-an-hour., (61} Con-
sequenély, the "Rock rorce" (ommander {The wolregldor force
wae kpnown as the "Rock rorce# -- {62)) through the control
facilities ordered the pilots to fly at an altitude 6f 500
Teset in order to minimize the extent of drift by shortening
the drop time and ordered the jumpmasters to a}low an interval
of six seconds from the "go points 1n order to compensate for
the excsssive wind velooclty. These corrections were mads,
and the jump pattern improved sccordingly. (63)

Faf one hour and {en minutes the two columng continued
to pess over the respective drop zones in two giant counter-
rotating cirecles, a8 eight men at a time Jumped out onm & signal
from the jumpmesters. The intermittent enemy anti-aircraft
tire was kept to a minimum by the a-20's which were strafing
on esch flank effectively. Some tire by the enemy was directed,
also, on the decendlng parachutlsts, but this action, too, was
greatly. ineffective. When the tall plane of the first lift
had discharged 1ts last group of eight men, at 0940 hours,
Colonel Jonss then Jumped from the control plane ahd began the
‘Job, which Major General Charles P. Hall, then Commanding
General of XI Corps, termed ",...,the besat handled of any that
I have seen during ny military career®. (64) |

{61) Personal knowledge; (62) A-l, p. 2; (63} A-1, p. 6;
personal knowledge; {64) 4-1, p. 6; A-10; personal knowledge.
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The terrain was worse than had been expected. Continuous
bomblng had ripped trees in two, scattered debris and rubble
in all directions, performed a superior chore of defoliatl on,
and, in general, oreated a scene of totsl desolatlon. Fields
of fire were usually very poor, in view of the remsins of
maéonry buildings, thick undergrowth, and strewn boulders.
observaetion varied oonsiéérably, but the enemy was so well
.1ocat&ﬁ In his adroitly concesled caves, tunnels, and pillboxes
that although we held the hlgh ground, we stlll did not have
observation of him. Cover and concealment favored the enewy
in that he had had neerly three years 1n which to perfect his
dugouts, (It is noteworthy to point out at this time that the
enemy haﬁ made very Tfew changes 1n or erected any new installa-
.%ioas abqve ground, The iupression he wished to convey was
that the island was lightly held ~- he had succeedsd. The (-2
eatimate was 850 enemy on the islandf) There were no outstanding
terrain obstacles as such but the sheer ¢liffs, the partially
demolished buildings, the heavy undergrowth, and the fugged
terrain were not ideal features over which to oysrdhe. There
were two roads, hard packed gravel, which formed the main routes
of communication to the beach, (65)

During the descent of the first lift,aariél bonbardment
and naval shelling continued eest of the bomb line (see msp C)
to minimize fire on this 1lift. The strafing which had pre-
ceded the first 1ift had been succeasful in that alwosi com-
plete surprise had been secured for much of this personnel,

The continued bombing east of the bomb line added to the con-

(65} Personal knowledge.
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fusion of the enemy and, consequently, he remained below
ground practically completely unsware that a battalion combat
tean (ﬁarachute) and most of a regimental combat tesm {para-
chute) staff were dropplng on him, The caves, as well as

the gun positions, were so constructed that the enemy was
unmolested by the bombing and much of the pre-invasion bom-
bardment had been in vain. (66} |

A8 a consequence, the element of surprise acted in favor

~ of the garacﬁutiata and enabled them to drop in the very midsi
of the ahamy. Scattered enemy groups only were able to bring
fire on the jumpers, but as has been stated, this fire was
ineffective. :However, some parachutists were carried bsyond
the intended drop zones by the highawihd, and these groups
engaged in actlon wlth snemy entrenched along the coast in
caves and dugouts., (67) In fact, it was at 0920 hours in one
of these scattered, uncoordinated asctions that an unknown
parachutist killed the Japanese Commander of the island at
Geary ?dint‘{saa map D)}, aé he Wa@ﬁ$$§ the paratroopsrs do what
he had ébnsi&erad an lmpossible feat. (68) The loss of their
commander was B, héavy blow to the lemder-conscious enemy.

Thé first 1ift, = bettalion combat tesm, in spite of the
wide disperssl of the jumpers and with an effective strength
of about 750 orficers and enlisted men out of the 1000 who
“had jumpeﬁ began to organize its tenclavet. (Not all the 250
inaffa&ﬁivﬁs-WSre casualtles, however, in that some meﬁ ware
engage&iiﬁ collecting e@niyment bundles which were essentlal
to csmbét).' The gﬁrimater was smell at first -- the size of

{66) 4A-1l, p, 8; personal knowledge; {67} ©Personal knowlaﬁge;
(68) A=-2, Overlsy 4; personal knowledge.
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the drop zones -- but the initial advantage was ours,thanks

to the surprise geined, and so the troops immediately orgenized
| to begin the task of sxpanding our ares, The threeﬁ'let%ersd
companies of the 3d pattalion, 503d Parachute Infantry Regiment,
had the assignment of enlarging and orgsasnizing the perimeter
while the Regimental Headquarters Company, the Hattallion
Heaﬁqu&itera Company, and the Englneer Company performed the
mop-up witﬁin tha.périmetar. (69} Initially, the coordinated
action Was the clearing of the buildings and area in the
reglon of thé drop zones, plus the preparations for supporting
the schéduled amﬁhibioua aggault at 1030 hours. To accomplish
thig latter phase of its mission, the Battalion Commander set
up .§O-caliber hesvy machine guns and a 75-mm howitzer from
the attached elements of the Pield Artillery Battallon., (70)
| Erom the movement of contsoct with the enemy, hkis strength,
dispositlion, equipment, locations, orgenization, and movement
remained unknown quantities because of the nature of his
undargréund systen of caves, t&ﬁﬁals, pillboxes, bunkers, snd
amuunitlon storags casements. This arrangement was not con-
:'fined gc wPopsider, but w&s found later to exist all through
the island fortress. In faet, although we were constantly in
contact wlth the enemy via heavy sniper and machine~gun filre
as tro@ﬁ& moved out to secure initlal objectlives, even the
nature of nils displacement remalned s mystery for the first few
days. The Regimental Command Post, as well as those of the
Batt&iidns received thelr shars of herassing machline-gun and

sniper fire. At one point, members of the Hegimental StalTl

(69) A-2, p. 73 (70} Personal knowledge.
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were lying on the floogiyst cohductiﬁg bud ness as usual, (71}
Inasmuch as we now held the high ground (see map D), the
enemy could not effectively concentrate a numerlcally superior
Torce far a coordinated attack or defense nor was he free to
use his chief lines J6f communication, One fact, had 1t been
known by hoth sides at this time (1000 hours 16 Februaryj,
might havé radically affectad the action: this fact was the
strength*of.the defender and the attacker, Our forces numbered
lesgs than 1000, wherseas the enemy belleved we numbered 8000~
10000; the enemy aumbereﬁ-§560-6000; whereas w# believed he
aumbered 8501 {72)
?{ The‘ﬁégimental ¢ommend Post had been established in the
éormer ahlisted<man¥s barracks (see mnap ) which is contigucus
- to rield A%, The 4624 Parachute Fileld Artiilery Bﬁttalion,
the Engihsar Company and Reglmental Headquarters Company had
1ikewisa,astablishaé thelr reaspective Command Posts in the
sgme wh@t~was-once~a bullding, The Medlcal Detechment had
police&fﬁp a large ssctlon of the barracks and by 0930 hours
hed established a dispensary, which raplidly assumed all the
earmarks of a hospital with dozens ofnpatiants but few facilities,
{73) By 0920 hours communication hadrbaan established via
~ radio between the RCT Command Post and the Command Post of
the 34 Battalion, 5034 Paraschute Infantry Reglment; by 1000
hours "5 by 5" communication had bsen established with the
Rear Baaé at Mindoro Island (see map A). (74) V
{71} 4-6, Intelligence Annéx; personal knowledge; (72) A~6,
Intelligence Asnnex and 8«2 Report #7; (73) A-6, Medical Annex;
personal knowledge; (74} g—é,-cemmunicatioa Annex,
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Promptly at 1lO3J0U hours the Ja Batvtallon (relanlforced),
34th Infantry Regiment, covered by close naval gunfire
directed on the areas east of the bomb line and on enemy
gun positions close to the beach, made its landing at San Jose
Beach (éee map C) with slight, active resistance., The chief
obstacle to the landihg was the presence of land mines, not
the machine-gun and other small-arms fire which was directed
at the froops prior to and during the landing., The mines
took a heavy toll of vehlcular equipment including one of the
three tenks landed and the radio set with which communication
was to have been established between "The Rock Force" and XI
Corps Headquérters. (75)

Despite heavy personnel and vehlcular losses, the 34

- Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment, secured the creast of Malinta
'Hill (see map C) agalnst surprisingly light opposition, The
paratroops on the high ground of ﬁTopside" were able to keep

the enemy sufficiently dlverted to-allow the amphlbious forces
to occupy the Hill in thirty minutes, (76) The Battallon

then began its mission to block Malinta Tunnel (ir Malinta

Hill) and the enemy on the eéstern.end of the island, while

the 5034 RCT secured and’mopped up the island, The southwest
entrance to the Tunnel was blocked by a landslide started

by the bombing, and the west entrance was covered by ,50-cal iber
machine guns and the disabled tenlk, (77)

while the 34 Battalion, 503@ Parachute Infantry Regiment,

on "Topside" was increasing the size of the perimeter, recovering

r

(75) A-1, p. 6; A-6, Communication Annex and Intelligance
Annex; personal knowledge; (76) 4-~l, p. 6; A-2, Dp. 6;
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injured personnel, securing equipment bundles ocutside of

~ the perimster, and assis%iﬁg the amphiblous esssult on the
béaoh, the ascond 1lift enpléned at 1045 hours and took off
fromfﬁinﬁoro Islend (see map A) at 1100 hours., 1In fact, b&
1100 hours the drop zones werse rélaniyaly_frea of enemy flre.
‘The wind velocity had increesed, and at 1250 bours, when the
parachutists began their jJjumps, the ﬁock Foree Executlive
officer in the control plane ordered the necessary changes -
to be made in jumpmaster and pilot technique. The change in
wind conditions had been anticipated, so that appropriate
instructions had been lssued prior to the take-off, The |
 same pllots who had flown the first 1ift flew the planes of
 the second 1ift, end thersby the experl ence galned during the
sariier.drcp resulted in more effective and scourate dropping.,
(78)

However, the surprise galned by the first lift 4id not
accrus to the second, 1ln that the presence of friendly troops
on "Topsid&ﬂ yrecluded strafing asnd bombing by A-20's on the
flanks of the two columns of O=-47'8, The enemy took advantage
of his épportanity to hﬁmyer the second 11ft, and, consequently,
continual although ineffective entimircraft fire was directed
at the planses and descending parachutists, Ten transports
received hits, which merely put holes in them and one crew
- member WQS wﬁvnded. There were far less jump easualtiea-in
this 1ift as a result of the experience gained during the
first drop, However, more men were shot while in the air or

immediately upon landing. (79)

(78) A-i, p. 6; A-5, p. 75 (79) 4A-1, p. 8 A-5, p. 7.
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The drop was completed at 1342 hours, and the 24
Battalion imnedlately began to relieve the 34 Battalion,
5034 Parachute Infantry Regiment, which had already seized
its initial objeaﬁives._ the latter was then to'take over
the key terrain features commanding a view of and controlling
the route to the beach, South Dock. {(Sse map C). The 24
Battalion was to continue the expansion of the perimeter. (80)

By late afternoon 1t was quite apparent thet the G-2
egtinate of the sltuatlon relative to snemy sirength was mare
than just a 1littls off. (81) The 3d Battalion, 34th Infantry
Regimenf, from 1ts position on Malinta H1ll could keep the
- forces on the eastern part of the island from Jolning the forces
on "fopside® for a coordinated attack or defense. However,
the road from "Topside” to Sen Jose peach (South Dock) was
not secure, despite a physical meeting of patrols from both
34 Battalions., (82)

The 24 Battalion having taken over the perimeter, which
" surrounded sn area 1000 yaﬁﬁs by 500 yards and included the
former enlisted men's barracks and both drop flelds, the
Battalion Command Post was set up in the barracks, also.
Hea&quart@rs; 34 Batt&lién, 5034 Parachute Infantry Reglment
remained within the perimeter along with "I" Company, which
wag to continue the attack the nexﬁ day, "H" and "G" Compenles
formed their own individual perimeters outside of the RCT
perimeter {seermap D). {83)
{80) A;l, p. 8; personal knowledge; (81} A-1l, p. 10;
(82} A-l, p. 10; personal knowledge; (83) AaA-2, Overlay #6,
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The two batteries of field ertilisry which had dropped
with the first and second 1ifts were in §séitionvon the
parsde ground, Fire Direction Center was located in the
barracks, which all units seemed to prefer as a change to
the mud of the jungle., The threat'of'enamy air attack was
very slight, so that full advantsge was taken of what was
left efuthe bulldings on the island. Too, ihera was sufficlent
room in the barracks, which were s shambles from the Japanese
bombing in 1942 aﬁ& the American bombing in 1945, in that
these hérrackﬁ ware considered the largest in the world. {84)

| Also in the barracks was the American Red Cross comfort

atabion, which had been established by the ARC Field Director
attached to the Regiment., He had Jjumped with the first 1lift
and had had hot coffee avallable prior to noon. With the
&earcitj of water and parched throats from very hot weather,
the oomfort station was just that for thosge who wers ables to
visit 1t. (85)

A detaohment of 5924 JASCO and a detachment of 6th Support
Alr Perty, which had also Jjumped (s8ix men of these groups fcf
the flrst time) were both operating their communication eguip-
ment in the barracks, It is st this p§iat in the discussion
that concrete proof is found for the term "Operation Cooperationn.
AThese support parties were willing, esger, sccurate, and
cooperative, and their enthusigsm seemed to be shared by the
units té‘whicn the requesis for aerial or naval strikes were sent,

Drop easaaitias were estimated in advance as 204, but

aetually ran about 11%. It is belleved the control by the

{84) Personal kﬁawlédge; {85) Personal knowledge.
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lead plane 4id much to reduce the original estimete, OF

the 2065 officers and men who jumped on 16 Februsry, 203

waere injured on landing, thirtsen were killed prior to or

on landing, and six were missing. Seventy-five percent of
the jump casualities ocourred in the firat 1lift; no serious
wounds wera received prlor to landing. All plenes discharged
their passeugers except the plane carrying the Demolition
Section of the 34 Battalion. This plane &avs&gyﬁﬁ engine
trouble, flew toward Luzon {see map A), where the troops balled
| out to a?&rt a orash landing. (This group af one officer aﬁd
thirteen men arrived the following day via boat). (86)

The cost 1n llves for the first day was comparatively
light, 21 killed, when the odds against the attackers are con-
sldered., The enemy lost fifty men from ground action., For
- four hours less than 1000 men had defled 6000, w&llaaguipyaﬁ,f
well-entrenched enemy troops. Even after the arrival of both
the second 11ft and the amphiblous element, the ratio was still
two~to-ohe against the attacker, who should pespemky heavily
outnumber the defender, There were, in addition to the 2065
parachutists, 1138 officers aud men of the amphibious force,
The total anerican forces on the island the first day was 3203.
(87) _

in view of the heavy jump casusltles, which, ineldentially
ceulé.na§ be avacuasted in that our forces still did not have
ésceas té the road to the beach, it was decided to have the

third 1ift merely drop its cargo bundles {0830 hours, 17 February)
(86) A#ﬁ,‘p. 6; personal knowledge; {8?} A-6, Medical Annex
and S~1 Annex. - :
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and then land at Sublc Bay (see map A). This elemsnt could
then be water-borne to South Dock, San Jose beach the same

day: 'iatact, and an'hana almost a8 soon as originally

planned, The Commanding O0fficer of the "Rock Eereeﬂ’at 1830
hours, 16 Februsry sent an urgent request to the Commanding
General, XI Corpe, for epproval of the foregoing plan; approval
ﬁas granted, and the Rear Base was mdvised accordingly Jjust |
a8 the thiré 1ift was enpiaﬁiﬁg_a% 0700 hours, l?f?ebru&ry,

(It 15 superfluous to mention that such an announcement would
be.reeeiye& with mixed and varied reactions). (88)

The Asssult Phase closed with the paratroops holding a
tight perimeter on ﬁTspéiée”, the 34 Battallon, 34th Infantry
Regiment holding the top of Malinta Hill, and everyone holding
his breath: rumor had it that the 1sland was prepared for
destr&é@iaﬁ by cerefully located demolitions, which could be
detonated electrically and remotely. Harassging mortar and
field a?till&ry fires were meintained on ravines and other
. likely svenues of approach to discourasge enemy thoughts of a
baﬂzai gttack, gtar shélls were provided by the Navy for
illumination at irregular intervals. (89)

(88} A-1l, p. 10; personal knowledge; (89) Personal kaﬁwladge,
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PHASE IV - THE SEIZURE

i. Western 3sctor

No time was wasted by the Roock Foroce Commandsr in
his‘ah%&$pt to selze the lsland. At dawn on the next day, 17
- February, after an unspectaoular nlght of constant and heavy
fire, which was merely harassing in nature inasmuch as the
enemy was unable to rsorganize, the 3d Battalion, 503@ Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, with support from the-zd Battalion,
- began aiéaardinateé attack on Morrison Hill, the high ground
in the v;cinity of Morrison Polint (see map E), The high
ground Wéa a critical terrain Teature which favored the defense,
so thet our Porces were rather surprised when by 1000 hours
they had secured the hill against light opposition. (90) Thus,
the objective of é gradual ealarg&ﬁant of the perimeter with
constant reduction of the enemy, while the 34 Battalion, 34th
Infantrygﬂegiment, contalned the defenders in Malinta Tunnel,
‘had been launched. Coincldent with the attack on Morrison
S HilL, the 24 Battalion launched jts first assault on Wheeler
sattery.iﬁsé map E}, and not untll late in the afternoon of
18 February was the position taken. The Japanese merely went
below the ground deep into their recessed of the position; they
would then reappear at ancther opening., The pod tion was s
formér coast artillery, heavy gun location, and the enemy had
convartéa the installetion into a strong fortress without
visible evidence of the improvement, Thls position was one of
the'mast%éiffis&l% to subdue and typified the character of the

installsations which wers to be encountersd during the opsration,

(90) a-1, p. 10; Aa-5, p. 8.
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~ In accordance with previous plans, the third lift
took off from Mindoro Island at 0700 hours, 17 February, but
_ merel& dropped 1ts cargo bundles as 1t pessed over Field "A"
in a column of single planes at 0830 hours. AS Stated in the
preceding phase, this 1ift was to proceed to the Sublc Bay
ares (see map A) where it would land and then be seaborne to
corregidor Island, it is lnteresting to note ;hat this 1ift
received the heaviest antialrcraft fire of all the lifts, as
1t passed over the "Rock", as Corregidor wes familiarly called.
Several planes received bullet holes anﬂ five crewmen were
wounded, ~The enemy was recovering from his surprise of the
preceding day. waeverx these gun positidns were silenced by
our artillery to such an exﬁent that when the first resupply
mission of thirty-three ¢-47 planes flew over the same field
in the afternoon for a total of 191 passes not a plane was
demaged., (91) |

~ James Ravine (see map E) controlled the road to the
beach, so that after the selzure of Morrison Hill, this area
reéeived attentlion., Meanwhlile, troops of the 34 Battalion,
3hth Infantry Regiment, continued with theilr primary mission
by improving their position on Melinte Hill., (92)

- "Operation Cooperation" functioned even off the Island
of Corregidor, for when the third 11ift (lst Battalion, 503d
Parachufe Infantry Regiment, with Battery "C" and one platoon
npH Battery, L62d Parachuﬁe Field Artillery Battalion, attached}
arrived in the Subile Bay area, trucks rushed this personnel to

the docks, where APD's took them to South Dock, Corregidor

(91) Afl, p. 10; (92) A-l, p. 1l2; personal knowledge.
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1s8land, This phase of the operation was completely unscheduled
and not anticipated, yet it was organized on the briefest of
warnings and functioned smoothly. Howsver, as the ICVP's
from the APD's approached the Corrsgldor shore (see map E)
at 1400 h@nfs, the enemy in cave openings on the face of the
”?op&i&#ﬁ cliffs whleh looked down at the beach directed
hesavy, #nstaiﬁaé, autonatic fire on the paratroops-turned-
amphibiéas¢ The entire beach ares was under intense fire, and
the aavé openings were not in a §asitioﬁ to be fired at by our
ﬁeapaas;aﬁ the islaend. - The LCVP's pulled back from the beach,
and destroyers moved 1n, éiraet fire of five-inch gunfire
into the mouths of the caves terminated the fire from these
positions, and the ICVP's were beached.,  (93)

- The lst Battaii&n with its attachments landed at
1630 hours and made its way about 400 yards northwest from
 the beaqh‘(aee map D}« In that area the Battalion, under the
Regimental Executive Officer, organized a perimeter for the
night, The Demolitlon Section of the 3d Battvallon, 5034
Parachute Infaniry Reglment, had jolned the waterborne, para-
"chute &ﬁtﬁalioa at Subic Bay; 1t will be recalled that this
Demoliticn gection had had to ball out of its defacﬁive plane
over'Luéon on the preceding day, (94) |

The operations for the gscond day concluded with one

company of the 34 ﬁﬁﬁtalicn, 5034 Parachute Infantry, eéaupying
the hig$ gr¢§§§ af’ﬁcr:isen.ﬁili. The camﬁan&ing ground was a
oritical terrain feature, in that the expansion of tﬁa parimeter

{93) A-1, p. 12; A-5, p. 8; (94) A-2, Overlay #7; personal
knowledge, _ : '
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could logically begin from this point, - The main pexrimetsr

for the night was slightly larger than the one of the preceding
n@%@, in spite of the exitensive patrolling and assaults of the
dey. The principle employed was to explcit,daring the day

but withdraw at nlght. The enemy during the night would return
to the locatlons at which he had suffered such heavy oasualties
during the day {cumulative total =« 364), and the good hunting
would ceﬁmence in the morming. (95) It was evident, therefare,
that the enemy plan of operation was to allow our forces to
assanlt these walludafanded and well-orgmnized instellations
while he defended ?ham. However, we lost eight men killed in
actlon durlng the day and still could not evacuate any wounded,
(96)

- Ln additlon to the systematic reduction of the pill~
hoxes, bunkers, and undergm und Ingtallations in the wvicinlity
of Wheeler ﬁattarg, artillery fire and Infantry asssults hsd
been uti;ized to secure egquipment bundles and surpress enemy
tire on the drop zones, dnemy fire from all sources now was
mo&erata te heavy. .(97) ‘ |

Two jeeps arrived from the beach area with trailers of
loaded five-gailon water cans, Ag a result, water was now
plentifui; two canteens a day instead of one! Only one jeep
was sultable for use by the Begimental S-4 1in the c¢ollection
of scattersd equlpment bundles; the other had been rendered
unserviceable by gun fire enroute. (98)

-The ra&time artiiiery and mgrtar fire was employsd
£95) A~2, p. & and Overlays #7 and #9; personal knowlsdge:

{96) A~6, Medicdl Annex; personal knowledge; (97) 4~-2,
Overlay #7, A-6, Intelligence Annex; (98) A-6, Supply Annex.
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during the night in the role of harassing flre. As was
customary, the night rule of "anything which moves ia an
enemy"” was in effect as always, and on thié night 200 such
”anythings“ moved west along the road from Malinte Hill toward
"Topside” 1n order to leaunch an expected banzal attack. How-
sver, %his unit was observed and taken under Tire, (99)

The road to the beach was fairly free of snemny fire
by 18 February, so that evacuation finally began. To assist
the RCT in the care of the sick and wounded, the 18th Portable
Surgiﬁai Hospital waes attached, That organization arrived from
the beach area on the 18th, too, and set up lts facilities adja-
sent to the Regimental Ald sStatlion on the first floor of the'
barracks., Too much pralse cannot be given for the sérvices
provided by this medical installation and sttached suxgical‘
teams. (100) |

. - On the same morning, 18 February, the lst Battalion,
503d Parachute Infantry Regiment, was moved under enemy fire
to "Topside" from its position near the besch, A rearrangement
of perachute battalion sections was effected sc that the lst
Battalish was glven the rséponaibility Gficlearing the sputhern
zons, the 24 Battalion from the north to the southwest, and
the 34 Battalion from the north to the southeast. (See map E)
{101} With this readjustment in sectors, the pattern of
ground sction became very famlliar and effective, alded and
abetted by the enemy's own actlions of blowing himself up in
his underground arsenals. {(L0Z2) Direct fire of the 75-mm
artillery wes used as the ground &sséulting fire on enemy

(99} 4~6, Intellizence Annex; (100) Personal knowledge;
(101} A=-2, Overlay #12; (102} 4~l, p. 13.
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emplecements; this fire wes frequently coupled with naval
‘andfax'aeriél strikes. Immedlately after the mssaulting
fires had lifted or wers being 1lifted, the aggressive and
vigorous gfound assault began., This ground assault was
conducted by petrols, supported by the battalion heavy weapons
(60~ snd 8l-mm morters) and field artillery, 75-mm howitzers,
snd sccompenied by demolition personnel. (103) |

The patrols funetioned as assssult teaus, inasmuch
a8 the §namy generally followed the tactics of gettlng or
remaining in his hole, be it pillbox, bunker, cave, tunnel,
or undefground installation of varying degrees of slaborsasteness,
Thompson sub-meciine gunners and rifiemen were stationed to
ca&ar‘the men armed with flame throwers and WP grensdss who
advanced toward the openings, The sireams of flsme and
exploding white phosphorous either inflleted casualties énﬁjcr
drove the enemy deep within his lair. Some enemy, often ablaze
or covered with burning bhcsPRQrous, would try to make an
sscape from the openings, but they were cut down by automstic
or rifle fire. The finel step in this assault procedure was
to ssal the opening by &emﬁlition‘ An intersstlng comment is
in order at this point in the discussion relative to the use
of flame throwers., Instead of the conventlonal system of
prcjeating ignited fuel 1into a cave, unignlted fuel was ofienK
sprayed into the cave, and then & WP grenade thrown in after-
wards to'igniﬁe the fuel., As ﬁ result of this procedure, maximuam
distance into the inner recesses of the cave was obtalned, as

well as an opportunlty for both the flame thrower coperator and

(103) A~2, p. 8.
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the grenade-~thrower to get back beyond the hack-draft., (104)
This system worked so well thet by 2400 hours, 18

February, 1,090 enemy dead nad been counted, and no prisoners
of war ﬁad been taken, (The number of enémy who were sealed in
the tunnels and who later dled wili probably nsver be known.)
The enemy, therefore, decided to change his tactics to the
offense, (105} '

~ Consequently, at 0130 hours on 19 Februsry the enemy
'expladed an underground arsenal in the vicinlty of Breakwater
Point {Sée map B}, above which elements of the Regiment were
: in'yeaitioa in a perﬁﬁetér defense. Thereiwer@ casualties on
both eides., However, twenty enemy of the group of forty who
had baen'thare were not killed, but these survivors were not
to be left behind by those who had Joinsd thelr sncestors,
The twaﬁﬁy Japanese formed a celrecle, simultaneously'anmed
granadea, held them to their stomachs, and Jjoined thelr
anaégtsr#, too, T@at is, all twenty minus one who at the last
maménﬁ g§$¢ﬁeelﬁ featr, (106}
| ! %In th; 1st Battalion area of responsibllity, the
sautharnfpart of the western sector, the cliffs were so steep
that the hand-carrying of sapplies snd evacuation of pérsognel
was not Ireasible, Here, agaln, naval cooperation came %o the
rescue. IOVP's operatl ng from South Dock {see map H) supplied
the Battalion by water and evacuated dead and wounded on the
return tr;p, Too, it is to be noted that SCR-300 radios were

 totally uselsss in the deep ravines, even for very short distances,

(107)

_ (&6&). A=2, p. 8; personal knowledge; (105) A~6, Intelligence
Annex; (106} A~6, Intelligence Annex; (107) Statement of
Lt Col $§hn N. Davis,
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The chenge in enemy tactics was noted agaln when
at 0300 hours that same morning, 19 February, 400 snemy
launched}in the vicinity of Cheney and Wheeler Batteries
{see map D}, the first coordinated, banzal attack against
our psrimeter. The attack was finelly halted at 0845 hours,
but netfbefore enemy had reached the 24 Battallion (ommend
Post 1c§ated in the barracks along with the Regimental Commend
Post and other installations. Flerce hand-to-hand fighting
ésveiapéé in this attack, but the enemy suffersd heavy
:casualties and was forced to withdrew before he could con-
'solidaté,his temporsry gaing. We sustained heavy casusltles,
but far less then the enemy, (108)

Thils change in enemy tactics was further evidenced
by stronger reésistance and a marked incresse in the numbsr of
banzal éttacks, Too, there were dofinite indications, such
as the early-morning attack on the 24 Battallon sector, that
coordination had at last heen affeé%e&, as well as increased
use of anﬁomatic.firé. AK& units loceated on "Topsider rayért&é
infiltrétion dgring the night., At Malinta Tunnel, despite
hs&vy fi?es placed on all exlta, many enemy manhaged to leave
the tumnel. At any rate, the total counted enemy killed had
risen to 1583, and as further evidence of a chsnge in tactics,
three prisoners of war had been taken, (109)

- Our forces continued the pattern of patrol assaults

on em§1§§aments during the day, but withdrawal to the ever-
| sxggaﬁiﬁg maln perlmeters at night., (110) Rock, Whesler
- and Bregkwater Points (see map E) were scenes of soms of the -
{108) Akl, De 12; A-2, p. 8; a-6, Intelligence annex; personal
kpnowledge; {109) A-6, Inteiligence Annex; (110) Personal

knowledge.
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heaviest and bloodliest fighting. "On 20 February, 53 caves
and tunnels were sealed in the Breakwster Point erea alonev.
(111) Air and neval Tire support wes excellent and used

| extengively In the assaults on the northern portions of

the western sector. .(11l2)

On the afternoon of 20 February during a naval strike,
the aastérn.entranﬁe ﬁe Malints Punnel was hit by shells from
the'éesﬁ?oyer vombardment, and the resulting landsllde closed
the tannél from the east, This development may or may not V
have influenced the enemy's next major action, but, at any
rate, at 2130 hours, the hext da&; Malinta Tunnel was rocked
by an iaﬁernal explosion., "Not only dld Corregidor roll like
a ship at sea but the Bataen Peninsula verberated and trembled,
80 great was the explosion, Flames poured from all the tunnsl
6ﬁtranceé. There were landslides and casualties but the
question that had bsen 1n the minds of. all for days was
ahﬁwarsd; éiijiﬁa&inté Hill survived®, ({113)

:Frcm prisoner of war statements as well as Qaytufed
éﬁsﬁmaﬁté the fact had been establlished that the tunnel had
oonﬁaine& huge quantities of ammunition, damalitionﬂ, and
about 2690 enemy. After the explosion, later prisoners admltted
that the explosion had béen intentlonal, as well as controlled,
put it had exceedsd their own estimats in megnitude and had
killed many inside. The purpose of the explosion was to destroy
the trooﬁs guarding the western entrance and then launch an
.immaaiat§ aettack in force agaim © the paratroops on "Topsider,
ééiiéﬁ gg%, p. 13; (112) A~l, p. 13; (113) Aa-l, pages
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Many enemy were killed in the dash for escape, but several
hundred did make their way to the sastern end of the island,
when it was discovar@d that the resultlng landsliide had
blocked the rbad on the south side of malinta Hill., The
group,which had tried to attack around the north snd ran
into the mortar concentrations, heavy machine-gun flre, and
tank fire of the 34 Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment. The
enemy withdrew, but not before he had suffered several
hundred casuslties, We, too, had lost some men in the land-
slide. {114) |

:The last major enemy assault on the western sector
occurred about 0930 hours, 23 Februery, at which time about
4,00 desperamte enemy tried to pensetrate our perimeter in the
vicinity of Wheeler Point (see map E).d€§g§hade temporary
gains after a heavy fire fight, but was forced to withdraw,
This drive marked the close of the concentrated effort of all.
our forces to seize thé western par tion of the island, The
24 Battalioﬁ'was to sontlinue to mop up In this sector, where
some bitter and heavy flghting was yet tc ensue, whililse the x
lét and 34 Baﬁ?alions, 503d Parachute Infantry, hegan the btask
of gelzing the sastern ssctor of the island. Up to 24 Eshruary,}
- the enemirhad suffered 2,466 counted dead, six prisoners of
war, andfunteld nunbers sealed in caves, tunnels, and other

nndergraﬁnd installations. (115)

(114) - A-6, pages 3 and 4 and Intelllgence Annex; personal
knowlsdge; {115) A-6, Intelligence Annex, personal knowledge,
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2. Hastern gector

“on 23 Februsry, the commanding officers of the lst
and 34 Battalions, 5034 Parachute Infantry, went to Melinta
Hill to observe the sastern sector of the island., With the
Rock Force Commeunder, plans were laid for the selzure of this,
the secénﬁ half of the lsland. Aerilal, naval, and fleld artillery
bombardmnent had already begun to soften up thls part of the
islend, so that on 24 February the attaaks'began. At 0830
hours the 34 Battallon, 34th Infantry Regiment, moved arcund
the north end of Malinte Hi1ll and secured the high ground in
the vicinity of Engilneer Point (see maé B}. Conourrently, one
company from the lst Battalion, 5034 Parachute Infantry Reglment,
moved down the east side of Malinta uill to secure the road net,
ﬁhiie the rest of the pattalion pushed through the 34 Battalion,
34th Infantry Reglment, and repulsed s heavy counter-attack
in the vicinity of XEnglneer and Infantry Polnts (see map ).
The two sarviaeabla tanks worked with the 1lst Battallon to form
effective tank-infantry teams. The 3d Battalion, 5034 Parachute
anantrthegiment, followed very closely behind the lst Batialion
and mﬁpﬁed up the snemy who were left behlnd in the swift forward
pash; (116)

The enemy realized he was being pushed closer and

closer to the end of the lsland and eventually he would not
only be at his wit*s end but also at the island's end and his
own, Coﬁsaquently, hslbsgan to attempt to oross the two-mile
stretch of water to Bataan via raft or logs. At first, attempts

by,the-N&vy werse nade to piek up these men, but all courtesy

(116) A""*_l, Ps 16; ﬂ"‘)', P 9; A"é, P ihr
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was ordered ended when th@se men were found to be armed
and to resist our hospitality. Gansequantly, to avold loss
of American lives in attempted rescuss, strafing was suthorized.
Fighter planes, naval crafﬁ, and even lialson planes armed
with hand grenades and rifles allowed few survivors to reach
.Bataaﬁ; ‘About 200 enemy wére killed in this fashlon, but
that n&mﬁer is not ineluded in RCT totals, in that the RCT
neither killed ngr.counted them, (ll?)

0ne of tha potential threatslaf Corragidor Island
was that. ﬁhe X\Ia\fy faarad that the island harbored._the so-called
no" boats. These were plywood coraft, fifteen feet long, Tour
feet wiéé, and powered by a rour-cylinéar engine. A Jap
would plow one of these boats into the side of a ship, and
the 600‘pouaﬁs of ploric acid in the bow would blow up both
ships and the Jap. At any rate, on 24 February the fears of
the Navy-waraljustifiaﬂ when nineteen such suleide craft were
found in caves just west of the beach at San Jose (ses map #),
However, -all of thésa boats hed had holes knocked into them.
(118)

late that same day, 2/ February, as the 1lst Battalion
was moving into favorable ggsitions for the attack, the enemy
contested this activity by heavy machine-gun fire, as well as
mortar fire. At the same tlme, he,.-f: prepared for an attack
on "Tﬁgsidev by the concentration of approximately 600 troops
?ébouﬁ 306 yards south of Inféntry Point, However, our field
artillerj‘massed ites fires on this assembly areg and sent
{117} a~1 P l?, A-5, p. 9 A-é Intelligence Annex; psrsonal

knowledgs; {118) A-6, Intelligenss Annex; statement of Techniesl
Sergeant Thomas . Mitchell.
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%,-LH
half of the eewsht enemy force to join éfs aneesters while

our small arms fire accounted for an additlonal 135 troops.
The eaamy at%aek about 2300 haurs although preceded by heavy
mortar and nechine gun Tire, needless to relate falled, and
the rémaiﬁing enemy wlthdrew to Monkey and Cavalry Points
(ses map B}. {119}

During that game night, 24 February, ths Oommanding
foicariof the 1st Battallon was holding a meeting of his
gtalf aﬁd Gompany Comﬁandars relative to the atteck next
day, when a mortar round landed in the group. The Battalion
Commender, the 8-2, and two radio operators were killed, and
of thé ﬁhirteaa prgsant, only two were untouchsd. The
Executiﬁé 0fficer, one of thosa whe—were unscathed, lumedistely

.asaumed command, (120)

_ _tTha 3d Battalion, 34th Infentry Regiment, on 25
February was relisved by the 2& Battalion, l5lst Infantry
Regiment. The relieved Battalion had done & splendid job
and had acoouated for 8l§'anamy dead, The platoon of the
_ Caanan—cémp&ay which had landed with the original amphibilous
asgault forces remained with the relieving unlt and maintained
its M~7, 75-mm, self-progelleé; vehicles, and its two, M-4
tanka. ﬁith the departure of the rslleved unit, a tetal of
3, ?03 enamy dead had been counted, and s total of sixteen
prisconerg of war had been taken; the majority of the latter
were plcked up trying to escape from the island., (121)

(119} A=6, p. 4 and Intelligence Annex; (120} Statement of
Lt Col John N. Davis; personal knowledge; {121) 4-2, p. 93
A-b5 p. 4 and Intelllgence Annex; personal knowledge.
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, :‘As can be seen from map B, Monkey Point 1ls about
the last point of favorable terraln on the route of with-
drawal of the enamyito tga aast. Consequently, as our forces
continued to push £im o ’ja. last~ditch stand, he followed his
usual tactics of destroying himselfl and tryiﬁg to take as
- many of our forces as possible along with him., At 1100 hours,
26 Februasry, he made his last‘act of desperation. While the
- 18t Battallon (about 500 troops), was in position on a hill
near théVundergreund radio installations in the vieinity of
'Mcnkay ?oinﬁ Just prior ﬁalthe attack, the enemy blew up the
nill, an underground arssnal, "A ravine was cremted where &
hill had been". (122} One of the tanks was blown into the
air and iandad upside down; our men died without a visible
slgn of a wound or injury; in ali, 196 americans were kill%&,
wb&néed,for injured, and the 1lst Battallon was dlsorganized.
' The closely~following 3d Battselion immediately lent ald to
the survivors, a® well as pushed forward to assume the lsad
bosition in the relentless drive to the sast, This last met
of the ehemy eliminated the sole remeinlng concentration of
- his forces, slong with 150 counted dead and many others mangled
end buried in the debris. (123)

JThe 34 Battelion on the next dey, 27 February,
reached the egstern tip of the island, after the final assault,
The 1st Battalion returned.to "Topside™ to reorganize. (124)
(122) A-=6, De &3 (123) 4A-1l, p. 17; A-6, P. & and Intelligence

Annex; personal knowledge; {124} A~1l, p. 17; personal
knowledge.
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3+ Mop-up

:'Although_tha 1slend was now occupled by our forces
from tiﬁ to tip, a great many enemy still remalned 1n the
caves along the outer cliffs. fThe 2d Battallon, 503d Para-
chute Iﬁfantry,,continned the mopping up in its sector, "Top-
giden aé&in&t very heavy opposition especially in the viecinity
of Wheeler Battery. The 3d Beitalion sssumed responsibility
Tor theieastgrn sector and continued with moprlng up in ;hat
area., -k _

:For the first time since 23 Jamuary 1945 there were
no aeriéi atrikes after 26 February, in that our troops now
oécupiﬁd the sntire islend., Naval gun fire, however, Waﬁ
Coetill u#éd agalnst the coastal caves, As was to be ex?acted,
sssault ﬁatréls had to do the cleaning up of these ram&ining
pockets ﬁf resistance, The familiar prodedure of assaulﬁ
folld%ed;hy blowing the cave shut was utllized. In all, over
400 caves were sealed by bthe use of over Seventesn tons of

explesivéa. (125} The work of these patrols, as well as of
| larzer aﬁtacks, had been enhanced by the translations of
captured enemy documents and the interrogation of prisoners
of war, iIn&smueh a8 a Nelsi interpreter at Regimental Head~
qaartersﬁtr&nslated the enemy documents and interrogated the
Tow pris?ners of war caﬁtureé by the Regiment, the intelligence
p;aduced;frém these saurcéa was often in the hands of the
béttalioﬁs githiﬁ a very few hours of the capiture of the
décumenté or prisoners. |

By this time, the islesnd had become so infested with

flies tha;_to eat the ususl type of emergency rations without

(125) A-1, peges 17 and 18.
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flies was a featl In itself, The inssnitary conditions under
which the remaining Japanese were living had aggravated the
situatioh to such an extent that lmmediste actién had to be
taken, Desplte the rigid control exercised by our forces,
flies thrived wherever theré were Japanese, and, netursaslly,
spread all over the lsland. However, arrangements were made
with the Alxr Force. to spray the island on 1 and 2 March with
D.D.T., and as improbablp as it sounds, after the spraying
all the flies had disappeared as if there had never been any
on the island. (126)

| .By 2 March 1945 the remaining enemy, (a total of 4,506
dead hed been counted and 19 prisoners of war had been taken)
wag located in concealed water-line caves in the vicinity
of Infantry, Cavalry, Engineer, and Wheeler Points (see map D).
There were approximately 200-300 still remaining, but for sall
practical purposes the operation was officlally over. On that
da&, the third snniversary of tle activation of the 503d Para-
chute Infantry Reglment, In the flag-raising ceremonies at the
same flag pole from which the Americén flag had been hauled
‘down on & May 1942, Colonel George M. Jones, Rock Force Commander,
_présented the island to the Commander-in-Chlef, General Douglas
MacArthur, (127) '

Thus, in twelve days Corregidor had been wrested fron
approximately 6000 enemy, by 2700 parachutists (including 600
field artillery men and engineers) and 1100 standard infantry-
men, The RCT suffered 165 killed, 615 wounded or injured,
while the attached units lost 45 killed and 174 wounded or

(126) ©Personal knowledge; (127) A-6, Intelligence Annex;
personal knowledge, .
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injured. The total casualties were 210 killed and 889
wounded or injured kin enemy explosions). (128} The operation
may weli be concluded by the following quotation:

~ "This strongly fortified, natural defensive érea,
defended to the point of annilhilation by a well equipped,
numerically superior and fanaticel enemy, was reduced 1in &
period éf'tweiva dsys, Careful plauning, smployment of the
alemaﬁt'cf surpriss, and the determined attack of skillful
troops, perfectly coordinated with air and navel support,

agaln proved an unbeatable combinationm, (129)

(128) 4A-6, Personnel Annex; (129) A-1, p. 18.
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, ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
The guestlion which imwedliately comes to mind sfter

s study of the Corregidor operation is whether the assigmment
was taolmuch for a parachute regimental combat tesm, The
.answer from the sggresslve, hard-hitting members of Colonel
Feorge E. Jones' 5034 Par#ehute Infantry, with their superior
morale énd eaprii de corps, would be an emphatic, "No! Just
look at the record". It must be realized that the strength
"of the enemy had been estimated to be 850, whereas the actual
strength was betwesn 5500 and 6000, It does not foliow,
though, 1f the moctual number of enemy hed been known, that
two divisions {to carry through on the proprotion of 850 enemy
per ROT) would have been required to rsduce the island fortresa.
However, 1t does mbpear that even though the strength of the
enemy was estimated at 850 only, insufficient armor was provided,
Experience had proved all through the war in the Pacifie
area that the enemy even in smell groups coulé for extended
periods of time cause heavy casualtiss to our forces becauss
of his uhéanny'ability to ”hoia up® in caves and emplacements.
We pald dearly for that 1ésson. However, when Corregidor was
to be-asssulted; "a long prepsred and fanatical enemy, strongly
. intrenohéd‘iﬁ numerous tunnels, caves, dugouits, and crevices,
awaiﬁsé the ssssult in commending and extensively fortified
positions®, (130) Yet in spite of the lessons learned,
three tanks only (o come in on the amphibious assault) were
allostedzta the forces; one tank was knocked out by mines

when it landed on the shore,

(130) 4A-17
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Too, one company of parachute sngineers and the small
Demolition Platoon of Regluental Heamdquariers Company were the
few troops which had the tremendous task of sealing the caves,
tunnels, and dugouts. The Platoon, in the twelve days of
combat (mostly within the first ten days) expended 11,500
pounds of explosives and sealed over 200 caves and tunnels,

In the éame period, the Engineer Company axpandad twice as
ﬁuﬁhg$X§;G$iV9$ and sealed a like number of caves and tunnels,
x%;ﬁs&ms'that at least a platoon of tanks and ons or two
more &aginaar platoons would have minimized our casualtles
and pogsihly have reduced the overall time required to seize
the island. Inasmuch as Colonel Jones made the decision to
have tha'tﬁiré 1lift arrive one day after the scheduled drop,
there was no need for any aééitiaﬁal infantry troops. That 1ls,
the Pargahute Regiment and the 34 Battalion, 34th Infantry,
were aufricient to hendle the situation,

One‘point which stands out very ncticeably'throughout
the eperation'la the thorough, complete, willing, and enthus-
‘1astic céaparaﬁian between all the armed services -- the Army,
Navy, and Alr Force. The very closs liaison between ths staffs
of the Regiment and that of the 317th Trooyp Carrier Group min-
imized the losses from the Jump itself, in that both pilots
and Jumpmasters were thoroughly acqueinted with the plans, limit-
':a%iQﬁs,}Qné capabilities of each other, The commanding officers
themselves maintalned close liaison more on a personel than an
auataxe;'afficiai, cold basis. This spirit of comradeship
' whiah pé?vad$d the associatlons of the two organizations had
hed its inception eighteen months previaualy_ih the first
combat mission of the Reglment and had grown in a subssquent
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mission ia July, 1944. 'The obvious conclusion to such a
profitable alliance is thet the ssme airhorne unlts should
work together with the ssame troop carrler units in all
operations where a combination of the services is utilized,

The cooperation from the Alr Force was not limited to
the trseg earrler uni#, for the Parachuts Malntenance Platoon
of the Ragiment recelved sumrior cooperatlion from air worce
supply at Mindoro island, where the Hegiment was statloned
at the time 1t had been slerted for the drop., WYhe shortage
of paraegﬁge maintenance eguipment was a serious threat to
atﬁainmant of the target date, but Alr sorce supply 4id every-
thing possible to asslsgt the Regiment, 'The target dats was
met, slthough some improvisatlon was nscessary, Even after
zhe‘oparéﬁiea had commsuced, the Alr Forces at Mindoro continued
to cooperate with assslstence in aeriel resupply.

Taeﬁical cooperation from the Alr Force was obtained via
JASCO pe#sannél who had jumped with the R&gimegt, a8 well as
via an Air Force liamison afficsr who came in later by boat,
Response for alir strikes was rapid and accurate to an outstanding
degree; én attempt was mﬁdé during the discussion 6£ the egeratien
to ashow how ¢logely the tactloal air force worked with the
assault patrols as well as wilth thse assaulting battelions,

ﬁaval cooperatlon, too, was outstanding beyond all
axpestatiana. From the moment PT boats picked up'paraahntiéts
- who had drifted over the cliffs during the jump to the taking
of ihe'Régimanmal Staff to Luzon at the concluslon of the
op&ratioﬁjto present the After Operation Report, the Navy .
was an iﬁvalﬁabla part of the operation, Mine-sweepling to
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pave the way for the amphliblious assault, shelling enauy
ihStallétiona;.&irect firing on caves preceding patrol
assaults, furnishing intermittent night iilumin&%ion,
ra&npplying the beachhesd, snd evacuating desd and wounded
were aﬁehg the many tasks performed by the Navy. 1In brief,
then, the Navy beoauae_of the naturs of the terget area,
pérforﬁqé services and support which would normelly have

besn fﬁ:nishe&'aﬁ RCT by division fleld artillery and quarier-
g&sﬁer units,

-Théfsuppdrt furnished by the 34 Battalion, 34th Infam try
Regiment, was. of immeasureable value to the RCT. That Battallion
provented the eastern force of enemy from Jolning those on
"Popside" and, undoubtedly, elimlnating the parschutlsts on
the first night of the assmult, OQur forces on "JPopsiden
totaled 2000 troops with minimum equipment and supplies, whereas
the enemy at the time of-the parachute assault had a minimum
of 5500 ﬁeiﬁ-f&é and weilféqﬁipped troops with high morale
and e$pr§$ de coxps.

in.iiks manner, the parachutlists on the high ground of
' "poaideﬁ were able to assiét in the diversion of the enemy
&ﬁring the smphibiéns assault. Consequently, almost thres
yoars of preparation, practleslly sll underground, and an
1sland fortress unususlly sulted to withstand emphiblous
Iinvasioﬁiwére rendered ineffective by the vertical envelopment.

" The eﬁaracteristic spirit of cooperation so yrevélent in the

| éhtire'aperétiﬁn existed intra-service, as well ss inter-servica,
An exemination of the cooperative spirit between the
__serviées{shaws-that'eeeperaﬁion wag brought about, 1n addltlon
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to the ﬁatural desire of all forces of our couniry to work
together, by detsiled and careful planning. ' Forward observers
for bvoth the Alr Force and Navy worked well forward with
aagault patrols. Communication facilitles to control thesse
supportimg fires were installed within a few hours of the
parachute landing.asﬁ funetioned well and continuously.
Liaison by starf officers, as well as by commanding officers
themsselves, in frequent conferences prior to the invasion
' contributed immeasureably to working out the details of the
Qperatiog. '

It has already been shown that the principle of mass
was violated when only 1000 parschutists were iniltially
dropped in the midst of a minimum of 5500 enemy, whereas
attackers should outwelgh the defenders by heavy odds., Con-
sequently, the operation proves the value of surpriss, for
that pripnciple of war along with the principle of cooperation
greatly éompansatad for the gross violation. In ract, the
‘aurprise--n attributed mostly to the perfcrmanae of &n act
originelly belleved impossible -- was s¢ effee»ive that
the enemy actually thought our forces mumbsred 8000 to 10000,
It wes this belief that dictated the tactlcs employed by the
enamy; tactlics which saved our forces, Had the enemy pursued
a course of relentless, coordinated attack early in the opara~
tian, instead of stubborn defense accompanled by suicidal
&otivitias, the outcome might have been different,

S0 great was the effect of the surprise on the ensemy,

that,hheie is Justifiable resson for doubt as to which prinmoiples,

if one can be 1solated, was the more important: cooperation or
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surprise, A cholce, of course ig unnecessary, but the
obvious conclusion appears to be that a very important
{possibly the most importﬁnt} principle of war may be
violated, 1If &&eqnata compensetion in the form of atrong
emphasis on other important principles is provided,

_Anaéh&r_;aiﬁt which playsd no small part in the auccésa
of the operation is the utter simplicity of the plan of ground |
action. :xt wes apparent from the lack of detalled information
and'§a$& xslaﬁiv¢ to enemy strength, equipment, location,
dispaaihiansf and organizatlon that ho detailed plan of ground
sction a@ulé be formulated in advance of actual ground re-
aonnaisaancé. Congsagquently, except for a few general details,
the plan was extremely simple: while the 3d sattalion, 34%th
Infantry Reglment, soted as s block to keep the enemy forces
" on the sastern from Joining those on the western sector, the
503d Parachute Infantry was to seize the island; first, the
western sector and then the sastern., The western sector was
#o be divided into 2zones of battalion responsibility. In
substance, that was the plan -- simplicity in itself.

aaw#?ar, once the landing had been effected and all through
the operation, the most careful, coordinated, and methodical
planning had to be mede. But this planning was pertinent to
sach indiviéaal action and uncomplicated by detailed, extraneocus
plans, _: |

The' enemy, luckily for our forces, was seriously at
fault in;ﬁhat he mede the irreparsable error of underestimating
his enemy. The Commander of the island made an estimate of the .

- a8ltuation, but despite warnings, elimlnated vertical envelopment
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a8 a eagébiliﬁy of the Amerlcan forces in an assault on the
island. The shame on the enemy is all the morse unpardonable
when one consliders that 1t was this cuality of underestimation
of the enemy on the part of the Allies which contributed so
greatly to the early successes of the Japanese Army in 1941
and 1942,

: The;aaamg erred, too, when he failed, apparently, to
prsvide‘#absx&inate lsaders capable of assumlng inmmedlats
cammand,fin'th& event of the desath of the commanding offlcer.
The enem& comuender was killed within the first few hours of
‘the operatlon, yet it was not until three days later that
coordination of any sort appeérad in the tectics employed by
the enemy. Even alter that fatal delay, the manifested actions
were hardly commensurate with the capabllitles of the enemy.

Hﬁwevara in one respect, the enemy suéceeﬂeﬁ: he succeeded
in disposing at lea=t 5500 men in strong installations in an
aresa 1es$_than two miles square, yet gave the impression that
his forces numbered but an estimated 850. Qur country would
hardly cQﬁésna the execution of laborers to prevent disclosure
of the installations and conmstruection, which procedure it
was rumored thet the Japanese employed, of course, In addition
to that reputed system, the enemy made few improvements in
installations located above ground and allowed the landscape
to assume all the aspects of desertions, destruction, and a
prompt return tﬁ.ﬁature*s development of jungle-like vegetatlion.
AV any réts, the fect remains that our intelligence azencises
were sucﬁasafully deniéd Information for evéluatiaa and intér-

pretaﬁioa, Gonsequently, the attackers were outnumbered two-
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to~one, even after all our forces had arrived, wherseas the
atbacking féree should exceed thet of the defenss.

In the operation, it Waspéacéssar? to employ & path-
finder ééit to locate the drop zones in advence, in that all
jumpm&sﬁers and key offlsers had already seen the fields from
bombing planes during regular bombing mlssions prior to the
day of the Jjump. There was no mistaking the so-called drop
zones} ~ Desplte the possibility of the loss of key silrborne
parsanﬁel during the time they wers observers in the bombers,
tha aﬁ?aﬁtagss gained from this procedure were worth the risk.
The gvaiiabla maps geve s8light indication of the condition of
the drop zones; the debris; snegs, and wrecked buildings were
discovered by the aerial reconnalssance conducted from the
bombers; the selection of & *go point", command posts and other
installations were made during theﬁe flights. AS 8 conséguence,
much tima'was saved as well as & maximum pre-jump reconnalssance
made by %i&tue of these bombser flights.

Ane§her sdvantage which nlight have been gained from a
'paahfiﬂéer tesm but which wes secured without its use was
_ saﬁxral'éf the jumpers during the actual drop. ‘Tthe lsading
gl&né Qf,eachllift was the control plane and made aéjustments
of the timing of the Jumpmasters ss well &3 the altitude at
which thﬁ planes were flylng ali through the drop. The
advantages of this procedure are especially noteworthy in this
bperatio#'inaamuch as the most difficult part of the operation
was tbe placing of the parachutlsts on the completsly unsuiteble
dro?IZQﬁés._ Jump 1essea_waré considerably fewer than anticlpated
ag 8 resﬁlﬁ of this effective, lmmedlate control plus the
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the thoébugh briefing and indoctrination of the pllots, who
were completalyfcognizant of the lmportance of precislon
flying b#er thgzﬂrop Zones, |

‘During tﬁ;~discﬁssiqn In Phase I ~ Preparatlion, s comment
was made rela%;ivie to prior amphiblous training recéived by
alement# of the 1st Battalion for a previous combat misslon,
That prlor tralning proved 1ts worth in the uasxpacteé and
hasty am§hihigns mové made by the lst Battallon, 5034 Parachute
Infantry Regiment, when the drop of this third 1lift was can-
cellé&, An-anaiysis of other sctivitlies of the RCT during
the operétien shows, similarly, that highly trained and skillful
troops sﬁn readily adapt themselves to new tactlics and teche
niques, without prior training. zAxamples are found from the
tank-infantry assault teams clear through to the operation of
a ”nosyital" Tor three days by the Regimental Medlical Department,
inasmuch as evacuation facilities did not exist.

An,ébviaus conclusion to be drawn from the success of
this operation desplte the hendicaps and obstaclas of supericr
enemy numbers.ahd hazardous drog zones is that in the employ-
ment of ﬁ&r&ah&tists the ﬁain congideration is taoctlical,

| Tha?rsaapture of Corregidor Island, "......0ne of the

most aifficu}t missions of the Pacific war," (L1l3l) may best
be sumed;up in the wording of the citation given the Regiment
by the Waer Department: ",.....they attacked savagedly against
numerically superior enemy, defeated him completely, and seized
ﬁhe fortress. Thelr magnificent courage, tenacity, and

gallantry avengad the vietims of Corregidor of 1942 and

(131) A=17
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achieved a significant victory for the United States Army”.

The Regiment wes cited for its sctions on Corregidor by
the gommanding Generals of Sixth Army and XI Corps; under
the provisions of Section IV, WD Circular 333, dated 1943, -
the Regiment was awarded the pistingulshed Unit Badge.
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LESSONS
Some of the lessons learned from this operation are

1. There is no substitute fox personal conbact in

1ntér~ ﬁs well as in intre-service lialson,

2. Parachuts oyeratiena require extenaive 1iaiﬁon to

Ftan g 75 5. e e Mdhtieny i B8 L2 -

insure thorough caa;eration betwsen the intsrested 8srvices.'

3.  When an important principle of war 13 violated,
strong emphaéis must be placed on otheﬁ important principles
to compe sate for the violation. '

Lo  Plans for parachute drops of perscnnel should be

it g A
AR TR

sufficlent&y flexible to scoommodate even major changes in

B e

tactical plans for the &my&oymﬁnt of parachutists,

5. Xntelligence estimates of enemy atrength are maraly

o B A Ut R B 00 e T by s e

Pt 12y e e o RPN I R

.estimatas ané can be very misleading.

6;, Use of a controi plana during the actual jamp can
z.minimiza caﬁualties a&used by strong changing winds and poor
arop %onas.

7. Parachute argaﬂization& must be prspared ta adminlster

S e T T g B ST A S U et TN e o,

to all casu&lties for long perlods of time until evacuation

i,

e

can be effactuateé;

8., Surprise, once gailned, mxst be explcited rapidiy and

P i e T ia b S e s

aggréssivaly*

9 - Infantry organizatioﬁs mugt have tharough training

L G P g s e - S

o e,

in the use of asaault teama with ﬁnd without sngineer supg&rt.

. 19 The use cf 1nterpreters with ragimpntal headquarters

e i e R Tt
o s £ e

1s 1nvalu&blé. This personnel should jump with command post

VS A

persmnnel.
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11l. During a combat operation troops diacipline& in

T ity e A R S

the apyrcpri&te nedlcal prophylaxis will have few nnnwbattla

casualties from sush prevanzabls ‘sicknesses as malaris in a

PIFRTENEY YRGS SRR K

tropieal afea and dyssntery in an ares contaminated by a
multitudinous quantity of flies and filth,

12. No one means of fransportation should bg_;élied an
for the resugpiy $f parachuts troops.

13, - In assaults of a fortified installation, inf&n%ry

TR, gRo

txs@pa must ba taught to push on after the installation has

Skt e el e

baaﬁ rad&ced an& la&#e the somglete destruction to the enginsers
“in the assault parﬁy.

lh. Greatest advantage of aerial and/or naval bombardment
of a targatﬁéccrues to the inf&nﬁry when the ‘assault tesm =
wmuww'

follows immediately aad ageressively upon cessabtion of the

aupporting fires.

15.3 rorward observers and aantact parsonnel ef supparting

e e areii S b e P i i P i s o vt s iz

aaxviess should be wsll farwaré with asaault units not anly

FRR————

for more acear&%s $ensi§g ef firss baﬁ a&so ﬁe reeammaﬁ& most
suitable types of ammunitlion for the targeﬁ.

16, * When infantry units aperate over terrain wnich 1&&&3

e s e T

itself to the eon&tractian of caves, ﬁugeuta, and tunnala,

sufficzenﬁ snglnaer aa& tank units should be attaehaa.

17. Personnel in well eonatructed cava& tunnels, and

s i o1 KA BTN S

other underground installations are relatively safe from

e e b BB i i £ PNRY S R A

bombing &ttacksg_ _

zwwzé&Wh§;éér§1a$$ ol the extent of the bombing {(at least, ncn—q
atomie):ef a terget, to selze and secure a target, whether it
be inatéllaticn or aresa, the most potent means of all the services
camkiﬁaﬁ-remain the Infantryman maﬁnte& on hils own two fas%.
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